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CERAMICS OF VALUE 2025

NETWORKING AND TECHNICAL INSIGHTS
AT CERAMICS OF VALUE 2025

With over 200 participants, 15 speakers and 10 presentations, the Ceramica di Valore (Ceramics of Value) technical confer-
ence organised by Ceramic World Review and CeramicWorldWeb in collaboration with Aci-mac once again proved to be an
event of great interest for the sector. Now in its third edition, the event held on 19 November in Modena (Italy) provided an
afternoon of networking and technical insights, re-affirming its role as a key meeting place for professionals from across the
ceramic industry, from technolo-gy and material suppliers to tile manufacturers.

The 2025 conference focused once again on the value of ceramic products and the ways in which technolo-gies and materi-
als can make a tangible contribution to improving their competitiveness.

The technical presentations addressed several key themes for ceramic tile production, including aesthetics, sustainability,
product technical quality and process efficiency, with the aim of creating increasingly smart factories with a lower environ-

mental impact.
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ARWANA CERAMICS:
GROWING RESPONSIBLY

Milena Bernardi - m.bernardi@kairosmediagroup.it

For more than thirty years, Arwana Ceramics has been one of the biggest success stories in the ceramic industry in the Far
East. Founded in Indonesia in February 1993 with the farsighted mission of combining economic growth with innovation, cre-
ativity and social responsibility, the company has been listed on the stock exchange since 2001 and is now Indonesia’s top
tile manufacturer and one of the largest producers anywhere in the world.

From the very beginning, Arwana chose ltalian technology for all its expansion projects, including the latest investment
which is currently nearing completion. In this project, which aims to increase the group’s total annual capacity from 68 to 75
million square metres by 2026 with the addition of a further 7 million square metres of glazed porcelain stoneware, the use
of advanced production plants and automation will broaden the product range while ensuring quality, efficiency and sus-

tainability.
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Tandean Rustandy,
CEO of Arwana Ceramics
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World sanitaryware exports and imports

Luca Baraldi, MECS / Acimac Research Dept. (I.baraldi@mecs.org)

Between 2010 and 2024, global trade in ceramic sanitaryware grew by 72% from 2.16 million to 3.72 mil-lion tonnes, equiv-
alent to a compound annual growth rate of 4%. After a decade of almost consistently pos-itive growth, global sanitaryware
exports peaked in 2021 (+17.3% due to the post-pandemic boom) before declining over the following two years. A fresh re-
covery came in 2024 with a +6.6% increase on 2023, driv-en almost exclusively by the performance of China.
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Geberit maintains growth in 2025

In the period January to September 2025, the Geberit Group posted positive results, confirming its financial solidity and
ability to grow even in a challenging global economic environment. Net sales rose by 2% year on year to CHF 2.45 billion
(€2.6 billion). Adjusted for negative currency effects, the increase was 4.4%, driven by strong volume growth and the contin-
ued good performance of newly introduced products. EBITDA totalled CHF 753 million (+3.1% at constant exchange rates).
Excluding one-off costs relating to the closure of a ceramic sanitaryware plant in Germany announced in January 2025, the

EBITDA margin re-mained stable year on year at 30.8%.
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TOTO strengthens its presence in
the North American luxury segment

TOTO, a Japanese multinational company and one of the world leaders in the sanitaryware sector, inaugu-rated a state-of-
the-art manufacturing facility in Morrow, Georgia, on 22 August. The $224 million project marks a major investment in the
group’s growth strategy in the Americas, which involves gradually trans-ferring part of its production from Asian plants to
North America. The new facility will increase TOTO USA’'s production capacity in the high-end one-piece toilet segment by
150%, allowing for faster deliveries and responding more effectively to growing market demand for this type of product.
It will also strengthen its regional supply chain, enhance manufacturing resilience and advance its long-term sustainability

goals.
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TOTO factory in Morrow, Georgia, USA
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Mineral solutions to meet the evolving
challenges of world sanitaryware markets

Imerys (Paris, France)

The sanitaryware industry is undergoing a period of profound transformation. Global market dynamics, new production
technologies, and ambitious sustainability targets are reshaping how ceramics producers source materials and optimize their
manufacturing processes. While mature markets such as Europe and China are witnessing a slowdown in residential con-
struction - and a corresponding dip in sanitaryware de-mand - manufacturers in high-growth regions such as North Africa,
the Middle East, and Asia-Pacific are stepping up production to meet rising demand from new builds.

QS (o el laate y 50 b e

Uiy 3T g ailno ygl (gl g3 syl Lo

e ol g g Sl 5l MEA) 3T g s o5
Sl 5 el dnagi o o o §f 530 )] 0y o (5 3l saigd o
SOW S IV RN R R

3 545" (ICE)Imerys Ceramics Egypt ¢ ,axly & )b 5l Imerys &8 %
ladhaie aswgs (pl 5lo)ls JJ3 pas (Sl pw glaadiss o Ste 5l (S
Sl g colazs | ol8aslejl e 51,8 5 Blend slaasly ol coles oy
(1o gne Slse b olen (lore Slse 5518 )b 5l 5 ol (5l 0
S 0 ol ) gl 5 (S ¢ oy S i sla S,

Oal ailon gl posl oo iy BT Lol e po 0 yitio 4y (5 iy Sllasil o
L calize e lgiss oS g Wb o Slac b Y gaasro jlauly el ay s oo
Bl AL g ysd 395 ol slajls

4 SeS 8 (sotes G5 pae )y Imerys (8 Slotds o5 onl p opdle
S5 slaal 29 s gV ge BFiNE-UNE 5 drgi (5 ailas ()l e
S o]

ICE 5 ProxiClay 4 )lg5 e MEA (sl )il (gl s (guudS &Y guamro alaz
5,5 6,Lisl Chamotte

drwgs pas ;o IMmerys glailie dswg g 52850 o Jawgs a5 ProxiClay
Hlslronsg obards cuslond sl Baes sla A5 Jb il slae oo aidly
o >, LMEA

Jilas a1y o545y ) oge LSS cpl Residue ol e Judo
DS o sl Fluidiity s slSoxiasd s g o Jolss goibes,

el eolay 5 g0 Lolds degozma oyl

5 cslie Fluidity YU alSouisl oy, gouaily xje5 L ProxiPlast e

Sl ool Gros J525 3l sloygd 51 )38 Sl p (Silage sz Cunio
0925 ¢ laly aily pas Slaal g adgi ngi (slacsglid (e b v
GBS a0 ) as slasuld giluninge 5 4yl olsa el
RS Ne S

93555 gl 2815 e g e sl 45 o
bl 5 A A 3ty e e L 2
sl Gl 3yl el o 3T JLat Yl a2,
A dy32 JlaiSlo glaoss p ol B Lol 4 95l 2

0y 33 Sl g Shaal Lilay oz Sz S slavin Glejen
ol 28 ot ol o 3 (USRS 5 S 5t
Xyl 309> 0)S b, sials gl

a5 el ol ik asrecun y Blaal play olows g ol a6 b sLkall
L1y 593 e Slge ISy alasr 125 ey sla iy o
S S i 33003 G 7y ) slnossd
High-Pressure Casting i glad yin (sl s yslid i ynd oo ] o
29 oRaie 595233508 3)I5 (55 slaai 3 il38 8l o o5 (HPC)
e g ol a1 o et 5 S ol 3l o
Jyaze SudsS 9wl b (5590000 e sl |y Vb g SIS0 CoiSTL
S (o

Cuaio gl gore sl Sl Slez 008 (el 0 55 ) dmerys o5 5
o bS] e (s 3 36 ol a5leT S o
shol slaadss (o055 0 itas (8 Sluiiy Slapd g died 95 (Jone
Gl sl e il po (g (G S 4 Sl Zio
S oS Ll 5 g oyl

oS sleolKisle;l g Blend wulgs glaasly cyils Lzl o b oS i ol
B o s dmsgil Lol g ailoo gl g ) 53 Syl Oy00,
Gl 6l 5 CopieS L o0 Ko 45 s &l i ol (Sal,

VO Sailpuslions V&



Y

Imerys Ceramics Egypt (ICE)

IMERYS

A 3359 ) g St dle SV g 3 03liusl 3,50 (SFFC)

5 yoslw slop 8 0,84 pasie (5 i Lgl.h@‘).,a Gl Lolas (isu cpl o
sl Gl gy igd oo 5 plebels jeoly o8 (Y gams

LG 31 SFFC-01B SUPERFINE FIRE CLAY
sl 001y ang |) SFFC-O1B Jgams Imerys daaig, cpl 4 Zwly jo
sy sles ualS g1y a8 Super Fine Fire Clay 5l gas0 ygamwY g0 3

Casloads >l Jle Sole ol Jai> e

& S 3 Sl 85l cilage oz o lbinl laold b Jgame ol
5,18 6 YL Stz a8l FFC s slaasay

oS ol Low-Firing sladaias g Ll 5L sLoles 655 7l SFFC-01B
HB jebas a5 Slescailoly ol F il a9 VYo glos jo oy el
399> Jgono sles L (FFC) Fine Fireclay s sladias 3l 5ol 429
ool )F gilwaz 0V YF-

godls il ) (65,1 B pan was oo Gl BaSady 4y Lo jials ]
g0 dS LS oy 0,55 S5 o, Vitreous China s SFFC clakad Lo joe
90035 Slkee (g jluosle

&) 58 YL S plSociul SFFC-01B (655l 092480 5 ogdle
Falo oSS VAL ply )0 @ye yo il o SolS o)) wao oo
2 ol g S Az, Slalad gy Jass g (FFC o lasbinl laaiay gl a0
WS (o mal Bl Sy Jl i (530555 5 g Jo>

Y'Y rone Sl

L il oz Olakad adgi 6l g a0 &) 1) 0l Residue
el Jlossl gl sy

&S oo 0l (6 oy plo plSouinl  Jils jo (oS (sasailo b ProxiCast e
Slogm ol o3 S5 3 o a5

2 el o8les 4 wiiS oo S5 MEA dihi ol e 4 a0y 5 0
il Cess Jpame Vb (25100 5 s S

P s F9eld 05 o0 0yl yas 3 a5 35 ICE Chamotte Jgame
il (60 g0 8 b canslie () Blucil gy o8 el J33lS
e s 3

(59 Sl 52413 31555, 11555 VL e bl 6L Jpuan o
S o0 e b

sl IS U sl Jlow! JoSe ICE Chamotte 5 ProxiClay &Y game
Imerys «cous i (s ouid dudl 3 ades gells 9 Lok 5l Imerys
Eyte slojls b cunlie (lage (o (sl Sl I S (lacgarne
Qo0 o il gblie colad o b yiiee

denms Bl Lo 10 (5355315 330 et 391

KA Ayl il Lo (Ll (e Carieo gl - Ll ailais 50
(S5 anzp Sllug g (ameten; oo bl ad jail,Seou
ol 5255l 50 Cag punsdy

Super Fine Fire Clay v ab, sals Ll Sl o sla 1l (ylojon



o2l odg e ol o g S Fluidity ¢ e o gasalsRemblend 4
&bfl.ixm\“’]bwllg..\mo‘saui.ilplHPC)ap.:ojs‘;,.;...;(_g)fA:;ﬁq.))o
ZewslRemblend asile oo JgilS Lo 5 oieilsYgens o] 5l

I 50 b olegs sl gl 059 y5bas (India) KaoCast ND10 e
>, b HPC slaaiwy ¢ Fine Fireclay « 2> +u2) Vitreous China
6)‘%95«539155)‘9&90%5wa‘&56&5‘0@}95&“»‘0&5
S Sai oS )50 s Deflocculant a4y Jgame (ol sl 5L .08 o o2l 31,
)03Mésou,u‘)s")L{bujlﬁfo:jm)‘owbls‘)‘:wo‘}adfm‘kjjlm
S o0l gldes 5 goladl bl ams

High-Pressure Casting s » b 5 U
a8 a2 so ]l YL o Slac b sla IS U 5l slasgono yuizman IMmerys
Residue gFluidity cimcndly 5l oS 5 gdiind o yiaws 1 o> sl po

A5 a ol el alS s Sl sl ol

Residue § YU aiciwdl b ails 3y, IS L S (UK) Hycast Plastic
5 b8 5o gmms JToay HPC (el 5 15" o1y sl iyl
Sl Yield gools (2alS 1) coges 5o 5 o) 3l pls alSicil 5 Jle
Ol aS b j0eaps oo yialS ) S luls 35 by Residue .ans oo
Fluidity .aiS' oo (5 5 sl> Bloating g Black Coring 59, 3l cp,S cyly
D550 tlord (5333810050 5 ) 8 pan 10l g cnlie

ple plSociul a5 el pod o gauail L S (Egypt) ProxiCast e
4 a6 5 €5 S o S IS5 05 08l 35
Imerys Colw j0 a5 Culoais s 43! aes ST (Thailand) Flow80 e
(o2l p S L oadi g9l 8 yidn oS 5 L g 998 0 g5 Lampang
3005 Oml e s Jpame (nl i oo e |y 6 Sz 0 Shoe
LS e aliee (68,5as g 059 YU Fluidity ¢ slSoxiul Residue
23 cedil )Ly silage o

sl adgi e las
sz ko oal] oaitS e Jalse Sl (S0 4 (i 0 Sles
Collad glaac> olos (o g lub plesl gl coSome agas Imerys &5 L5
slazdl 4y b i (5 5l Coles Julis a5 e g0g0 tnl 03,5 Sl 045
Sl 5ol g Glacgarms Gyl 3l (2568
oo bl el 5 oslys 4l 3k (e

S SFFC-01B

Caio 1y &S 25 13 sl ylys 0w )
oS o)l sl (bled og3a il 9>
565 B pas wins oo Lol 1, Bl g wlals 5
L @l Jyams yos 5 S 00 051, CO2 jLicd]

sl (1200°C)es

(HPC)High-Pressure Casting ¢! » o b )<l

SJg 0 sete 9 095N, Lids (HPC) High-Pressure Casting (s sl
SISl eSS adg g wS oo Wl Glez el 3 S8l oz
P o3 el Ll HPC (s S aidn ) (i slai) b alio )
2 oo w3 e ol 65k 5 JSes e 20lS VL el (LB
N oo e Sluls jials gadgiz i ylibla Senas

w0 7S ganails YU o Slae b adgl slge aiejli sl cple Jl> ol b
ool 19285 daniaMly 5 b Residue

5 A5 Sl daJgils 1 LelS glasgaze Imerys « oo ol il slaiiy sl
il )d 60 ,Slos slajli b conlice a5 s o &l Blend (slo Sl
Sloads b gblie cles wHPC

High-Pressure Casting ! » o J5ils
as,e g2 sl s WHPC gbos 15" sl s Imerys - JgilS &Y guass dus
(59 Slae Sl 5,5 il L3 ol ol S0 .55

D2 o ddl |

Jols g conl iy (5903 gl 5L a2 1o ,Lae (UK) Remblend o
o2l,8 g Sz, Cepulcdale § S sl Fluidity ole gl
Yield azecs 1o g Vb aneusls jo 6 Saise ) oSl o] oYU aendls 05 o
SlogseVgo b sl olazsl BB il a1, ol g 23lo oo wal81) 2ty
alod S Jia ooz pol po 3 (LM 5oz

5 Sl (S (7 S e S5 NS) Glp So 620 (UK) SPKe
S Jgrazes (l s o )1 4835 10 o flasea V) (g S a3, 25

D9 0 jpmi S i Aozl
Loy ol g S a8l
o~ 3L; (e sbo
(1240-1280°C) oLy (1180-1200°C) o5 oy gl

VO Salpuislisons VA



e 500 ol LS,
Lightweight Extruded Batt =
4 dS el Imerys oS, &
SIS Oigaes el SanSals
als 8 Skes 28l g 1) 0)58 L
RS
ole Cordierite glaBatt .yl
L a5 o sl | dukad olae
6

GL“W }‘ )_,J_._.,., oy VY 65 7.5 8.5

67 o
% Hycast Plastic

Cast Concentration (%5olid)

S sl

QU ool o 33 (il (o GBS Sl 0 S

g Wb )3 dngi 5 o5 laollinlojl b a3 S pae 55508 slausls
Slge dS WS g0 e Imerys Slgz 4l i g g )l yo (godg slacsle
29 hie (5l Sleas 5 (8 (past ES1ES § eS| 4
B s 130055 00 plonil (Lilage (S )5 oS lalais

ot (5 35 o ps (rizman 5 Sloz (1013 9 (Jore 98> oS S LImerys
Sl LB S (oSS bl (duz GRS s sl 6 9l 50
- o dlatdl g n S Al b s o Shee g udg )50 40 31 Sl
Sgoalel 5l g Jas¥ets sloansl gl oo gausS alilas

Syl 53 v sl
3,90 Pl a5 Wbl s> 4o Imerys =55 Ranong <ol
(Slaiges S oo 2l |y L8l (g Slocygge 5o oolinl
oS Ty (g3l Sl 4 sl g €455 (sl dal o 5l aLis
OliyeleS Sop 6, Ken L Ranong (slaes .l oapiizn oo
L laalae (o 1) oy LS Yo ailoads 3940 (b laass g
ey GrdaisS dlax Sl 0 FA - sga 0590l o Sl 2
sty £95 900 (55lwil g GloolKiny j B gl g0 S ¢ Jlas
O5STaae 2lS sladaiss a5 caul pl 0uiiS lgael S5 b W )|
1005 ooil adlate (nl & g Ol bawgi g (b O ppon;

Al Cepbgo g pssST 5L 5] 0 (slailiss

YA v Slpoglionss

S (S gl ot o] A5 U

° ProxiCast
Flow 80
-
— Modiscast 57

MOR (MN/m?)

sy gl— MODISCAST S7

S olaldy g pw
4 &5 Modiscast 57 Jgamxe
Yoy Jlo jo g adl aswgs wibil
Wet- IS Jl S b adye
& Imerys sy a5 ol Refined

ProxiPlast Qw ‘) &L:.A ).‘ & ‘)?: OQL&A"
.Md‘sﬂ
a5 05 s | & Wet-Refining il 4lgs ol 3

ity lal s 1 e £ol8 0 g ool LB 5 i a5 aiS b3k
ol BaSadg asead b il cuzods glpas Jeams oyl
AL 8 Sl et 3 e S 51 S 185

GialS 1) o Ggue Jlas-Modiscast S7 b o,S 5 LuoglT (VL ol 5ae
S oS |y 090 pocladad 5l b lals goals

SialS 1y Jslore slacSas glo Sogll ol 5ue cpuizmen Wet-Refining ol 8
b 0 w18 6 i 6 285 5 (SH19iS gools

S 52918 paneS sLrolad gl wWollastonite

sl Imerys &5 5 M325wollastonite gNyad M200 slaas 5
oS it (bl (G Gaolal 8 i gy pendS o S 6 gl
2 o0 251, CO2 jLisil gosls Sgupaly el cotS

a|,Pinholes ,las« g )|,>cél g JTolge ol jlows ol b guasma o]
s ol )| Gl o Shos goilusy Jlas

Lightweighting s wlx Ls a5’ sl ylas s Kiln Furniture

a3 e &il,IKiln Furniture jlab sl Sl ) 5l glac gazmo pixan Imerys
LS 0SS (55 225748y g sl idlS 4y Laiis S

S (Sl Slxas gl ol 03Kl ShrinkSan™ s
25 sl Nyana vy olEin L S8 3 00litl 590 e
Ll S5 3

3gax 85 5lg o oty LA« e 5l s eslaiwl coblBoadgl pxl oo ISl oyl
WS (o § el (Sl ) e a sl Sl e

plxl PWC lawgs Y+ Y Lo j045' (LCA) Life-Cycle Analysis Lol asllas
Ol 3l eS8 il e ™ShrinkSan jleslii! ISl Slaws o ylid s
8300 AlS w37 1 s adgs ) (5h 9 Sl B pan bSy

O 3 055 o5 aSS 5 aakad loo Sl 2alS' L (e el (1)
Uil 4y i a5 WS o 2l B1) S 5 33U Slakab adgs Salicy
Dy g0 ddglolga B pan g S 035

$lad 3y 1) s (nl byl o (8 (S S RS w5 04l
o5 eisS o ooliil - 04 o 48l )| Rental & jgoay a5 = o)1 51 lizees
RUSS W SRVRH IR OV ESON PR %



Villeroy & Boch

Villeroy & Boch
reports positive nine-month results

The Villeroy & Boch Group has once again demonstrated its resilience in a complex global economic envi-ronment. In the
period from January to September 2025, sales rose by 6.7% year on year to €1,075.2 mil-lion, largely driven by the acquisi-
tion of Ideal Standard. Operating EBIT also improved slightly to €65.1 mil-lion, marginally higher than the previous year’s
level. Growth was particularly strong in the EMEA region (Europe, Middle East and Africa) and in the fittings and shower sys-
tems business.

“Against the backdrop of the current global economic situation and the associated restraint in consumer spending and in-
vestment, which is particularly affecting key growth markets for us such as China and the eurozone, we performed well in
the market in the first nine months,” commented CEO Gabi Schupp. “The positive response to our innovations in both busi-
ness segments and the further internationalisation of our business are the result of our strategic realignment following the

acquisition.”
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La Dolce Vita® (Atelier Collections) by Ideal Standard
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Anorthosite: a new resource

for ceramic bodies

Effediesse (Campogalliano, Italy)

Effediesse has more than thirty years of experience in the production of raw materials for ceramic bodies, expanding its
knowledge and expertise through an active presence in the main international production districts.

In recent years, it has stepped up its investments in mining research and product development in Brazil, a country that offers
a unique combination of geodiversity, local know-how and strategic industrial partner-ships. These efforts have fuelled inter-
est in anorthosite, a raw material that is still largely unexplored by the Italian ceramic industry.
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Along the silk road: a journey through history,
ceramics and raw materials

Gian Paolo Bertolotti (geo.bertolotti@libero.it)

During my many business trips to Asia, | have often found myself retracing stretches of what is historically known as the Silk
Road, the ancient network of land and sea routes along which goods, cultures and tech-nologies flowed between East and

West.

For centuries, ceramics have been closely linked to these routes. Raw materials and finished products have travelled along
them since ancient times, helping to spread techniques and styles and shaping the evolu-tion of ceramic production.
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Yanar Dag, the burning mountain, Azerbaijan
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ECO-SUSTAINABLE INNOVATION IN RESPONSE
TO NEW EMISSION LIMITS

Poppi Clementino (Reggio Emilia, Italy)

European and Italian regulations on industrial emissions are becoming increasingly stringent, particularly for chlorinated and
fluorinated compounds. For companies that adopt thermal processes, adapting to these lower emission limits is no longer
optional but an urgent necessity for the purposes of both environmental sustainability and regulatory compliance.

Against this backdrop, Poppi Clementino has introduced an innovative dual-use flue gas treatment plant designed to abate

acidic pollutants with maximum flexibility and efficiency.
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INCREASINGLY ADVANCED QUALITY CONTROL

WITH Al

Sacmi Group (Imola, Italy)

Flawmaster+ is the latest-generation automatic sorting system developed by Sacmi-Italvision for quality control of ceramic
surfaces. Precision, compactness, ease of use and immediacy of operation are the key characteristics of a system designed
to function as the “brain” of an interconnected digital production line.

The module can be installed upstream of the sorting line, downstream of grinding or at the kiln exit.

Using three high-resolution cameras and light sources positioned at different angles, Flawmaster+ is able to detect all types
of defects (surface, mechanical, decoration, shade and colour defects, and more) with precision, accuracy and consistency.
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REDUCING KILN ENERGY CONSUMPTION
THROUGH DIGITAL INNOVATION

La Favorita Italia (Castelvetro, Italy), Saitek (Casalgrande, Italy)

Close collaboration between La Favorita Italia and Saitek has led to the development of an innovative digi-tal technology
for managing the air-gas ratio in ceramic kiln burners. The SCC (Stoichiometric Combustion Control) system makes kiln reg-
ulation far more precise, significantly improving energy efficiency, reducing CO2 emissions and increasing operating flexibil-
ity while maintaining the highest standards of production quality.

This patent-pending solution brings together the expertise of two well-established companies in the Italian ceramic district:
La Favorita Italia, a specialist in industrial automation, and Saitek, a company with many years’ experience in the design and
manufacture of industrial electronic equipment (burner electronics, sensors, control systems and electrical panels). Their
shared goal is to develop intelligent, flexible solutions that respond effectively to the needs of a rapidly evolving sector.
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editorial

by Paola Giacomini - p.giacomini@kairosmediagroup.it

ITALY AND SPAIN LEAD THE WAY

IN THE US

2025 was a year of recovery for the lItalian and
Spanish ceramic industries.

In Italy, preliminary year-end figures published by
Confindustria Ceramica indicate a 5% increase in
tile production to approximately 388 million sgm,
following a two-year period in which volumes
remained stagnant at around 370 million sgm. Sales
also continued their upward trend, albeit slowly,
reaching 386 million sgm (+2% on 2024). Domestic
sales remained stable (85 million sgm; +0.8%), while
exports showed a more dynamic overall performance
(approximately 300 million sgm; +2.4%), despite
variations across different markets. In the main EU
markets, the recovery was more subdued due to
weaker economic conditions and a slowdown in
construction investment, particularly in France and
Germany, while growth was more pronounced in
Eastern Europe. The US also performed strongly,
confirming its status as the third largest export
market for Italian tiles, as did the Middle East, where
the Gulf states remain a key destination.

The situation in Spain followed a similar pattern.
Preliminary figures released by Ascer
production volumes rising to 427 million sgm
(+2.7%) and total turnover of €4,834 million (+1%), a
combined result of a domestic market worth €1,350
million (+3.1%) and exports stable at 2024 levels at
€3,484 million (+0.2%). 51% of all export revenue

show

was generated in Europe, home to seven of Spain’s
top ten markets: France, the UK, Italy, Germany,
Portugal, Greece and Belgium. Next comes North
America (16% of exports by value), where the United
States remains the Spanish tile industry’s largest
foreign market with sales of €465 million (-1% on
2024). In the Middle East, which accounts for 12% of
exports by value, Israel saw a 17% increase in sales
to become Spain’s fifth largest foreign market in
2025.

Italy and Spain remained the dominant forces in the
US market in 2025, successfully increasing their sales
despite an overall market contraction. Figures from
the US Dept. of Commerce (updated to November)
and reported by TCNA (see p. 34) confirm a further
increase in the two countries’ market shares in
terms of both volume and value compared to other
countries exporting to the US. Spain remains the
largest exporter by volume with a 21.4% share of US
imports, followed by Italy at 17.7%. Italy, however,
remains the undisputed leader in value with a 31.5%
share of US imports (CIF value plus duties), followed
by Spain at 28%.

Coverings in Las Vegas will be the ideal setting to
gauge the market'’s evolution this year while keeping
a close eye on the Middle East, as the conflict is
bound to have an impact on the global ceramic
industry and market. M
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DESIGN FOR DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES,
MASTER MOULDS AND PUNCHES.
Since 1992 Tecnografica has been thinking, running and working hard for
ceramic tile industry. Thanks to its dreams, passion and great tearmwork,
Tecnografica is constantly creating and developing the designs and the new

technigues for the most modern ceramic technologies
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