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EUROPEAN CERAMIC TILE INDUSTRY
MEETS FOR ANNUAL CONGRESS

The annual congress of CET — European Federation of Ceramic Tile Manufacturers held in Wroctaw, Poland from 12 to 14
June brought together leaders from national trade associations and industry representatives to discuss the key challenges
facing the sector. The topics of discussion ranged from the energy transition and EU trade policy to market access and envi-
ronmental regulations, all with a shared focus on defending the competitiveness of Europe’s ceramic industry. The congress
appealed to the EU for urgent structural measures to safeguard the industry’s competitiveness, which continues to suffer un-
der the burden of the energy crisis, regulatory costs and unfair trading practices.
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BAHERDEN CERAMICS INAUGURATES
NEW FACTORY IN TURKMENISTAN

B&herden Ceramics, a newly built greenfield facility near Turkmenistan’s capital Ashgabat, was inaugurat-ed on 12 March
with an official ceremony attended by the country’s President Serdar Gurbangulyyewic Berdimuhamedow, the Prime Minis-
ter, the Minister of Industry and Economic Development and other high-ranking local officials. Built entirely by Sacmi, the
plant will produce both ceramic tiles and sanitaryware.

The aim of the project was to create an ultra-modern, high-capacity manufacturing facility capable of mak-ing a major con-
tribution to the country’s domestic production of high-quality ceramic tiles and sanitary-ware. The decision to work with Sac-
mi reaffirms the Italian company’s ability to successfully handle highly ambitious projects anywhere in the world, delivering

efficiency, expertise and guaranteed results.
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GUOCERA INVESTS IN LARGE SLAB

PRODUCTION

Paola Giacomini - p.giacomini@kairosmediagroup.it

Guocera, a member of the Hong Leong Manufacturing Group, is one of Malaysia’s largest tile producers and exporters, sell-
ing its products to more than 50 countries across Asia-Pacific, the Middle East, Europe and the Americas. With over half
a century of history, the company employs more than 400 people at its headquarters in Petaling Jaya (Selangor) and at its
main production site in Kluang (Johor), where it produc-es more than a hundred collections of small and medium-sized por-

celain tiles.

In December 2023, the company signed a partnership agreement with Gruppo B&T to expand the Kluang site with the in-

stallation of a new slab production plant.
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Sally Cheng,
Guocera's Managing Director
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WORLD PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION OF
CERAMIC TILES

Luca Baraldi - MECS / Centro Studi Acimac (l.baraldi@mecs.org)

The 13th edition of the study “World production and consumption of ceramic tiles” produced by MECS / Acimac Research
Centre is due to be published in October. The study — previewed here in Ceramic World Review — runs to almost 300 pag-
es of charts, tables and commentary, and examines in detail the ten-year trend to 2024 for the industry, the market, per cap-
ita consumption and import-export flows, both by macro-region and for the 76 largest tile producing, consuming, export-
ing and importing countries.

For each country there is also an in-depth breakdown of import and export volumes by product type: porce-lain stoneware,
single-fired and double-fired tiles, and other materials

As in previous years, the study will be accompanied by the publication of the volume entitled “Ceramic Tile Market Forecast

Analysis 2025-2029", which provides an updated five-year forecast for the global ceramic tile market.
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TM COMMUNICATION!

[T°5 TIME 10 ACT

Let’s do our part by making technological solutions
to reduce energy costs for a lower environmental impact.

Since 1986

Energy recovery

Filtration

Water depuration

®

POPPI CLENENTINGOG Cogeneration
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THE ITALIAN CERAMIC INDUSTRY
IS WORTH 7.5 BILLION EUROS

With 248 companies, more than 26,000 direct employees and total revenues of €7.5 billion, the Italian ce-ramic industry tes-
tifies to the continued strength of the country’s manufacturing system despite the chal-lenging energy and regulatory land-

scape.

The industry’s performance figures were presented by Confindustria Ceramica in its 2024 statistical report, which covers all
the sectors represented by the association (ceramic tiles and slabs, sanitaryware, porce-lain and tableware, refractories, tech-
nical ceramics and heavy clay products) and was unveiled at its cus-tomary mid-year press conference held as part of the as-

sociation’s annual members’ meeting.
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ITALIAN CERAMIC MACHINERY SECTOR
SEES 23% DECLINE IN SALES IN 2024

Luca Baraldi, MECS-Acimac (I.baraldi@mecs.org)

The final figures confirm the forecasts made last December. After two years of strong growth (+39% in 2021 and +14% in
2022) and record turnover of €2.37 billion in 2023, the Italian ceramic machinery manu-facturing sector experienced a sharp
downturn in 2024, losing nearly a quarter of its sales revenue (-23%) compared to the previous year. The sector’s total turno-

ver fell to €1.82 billion, only slightly above 2019 lev-els.

These findings emerged from the 33rd National Statistical Survey conducted by the Mecs-Acimac Research Centre and were
presented at the Acimac Annual Members’ Meeting held on 2 July in Sassuolo.
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BUILDING SUCCESS
FOR 110 YEARS

For 110 years, we have been listening to your needs
and finding the most efficient solutions to realise your
projects.

Our in-depth knowledge of the sector and constant
technological innovation have made us a reference
point in the world of high quality heavy clay products.

) ONGIOANNI

HEAVY CLAY TECHNOLOGY
Bongioanni Macchine SPA
Via Macallé 36/44 - 12045 Fossano (CN) - ltaly
+39 0172 65 05 11
info@bongioannimacchine.com - www.bongioannimacchine.com



CHINA'S TILE INDUSTRY AND MARKET

CONTINUE TO DECLINE

Paola Giacomini - p.giacomini@kairosmediagroup.it

In 2024, the Chinese ceramic tile industry experienced a decline in production for the third consecutive year, a negative trend
triggered by the 2021 property crisis and the consequent slump in domestic con-sumption, further compounded by the now

decade-long fall in exports.

Figures from the China Building and Sanitary Ceramics Association reveal that domestic tile production dropped to 5.91 bil-
lion sgm in 2024, down 12.1% from 6.7 billion sgm in 2023. This decline continued de-spite the country’s enormous installed
capacity of 12.21 billion sgm, much of it subject to increasingly long production stoppages during the year or entire lines left
idle. The consequences of this enormous overca-pacity include fiercer price competition, shrinking company profitability, an
increase in the number of loss-making firms and the exit of weaker players from the market.
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KRINGLAN: WHERE CERAMIC VERSATILITY
TRANSFORMS EVERY SURFACE

Kringlan is the first indoor shopping mall built in Iceland and, since it was opened in 1987, has become a key attraction for
the Icelandic people. Located in Reykjavik, it has around 150 commercial outlets and a total surface area of around 50,000
square metres. Malls have a special place in the Icelanders’ life, not only for shopping but also for social activities. Given the
particular climatic conditions on the island, they offer a precious opportunity for spending time outside the home in a com-
fortable, protected environment. And Kringlan in particular has always played an iconic role for the population, both due to
its position - close to the city centre and on Iceland’s busiest crossroads - and because as an indoor facility it offers great ser-

vices and activities where people can spend quality time.
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TRAVEL NOTES OF A BACKPACKING GEOLOGIST

CHAPTER 4: SOUTH AMERICA

Gian Paolo Bertolotti (geo.bertolotti@libero.it)

In the 1990s, | travelled frequently to Brazil, Chile and Argentina to visit sanitaryware manufacturers. Those trips gave me the
opportunity to discover local raw materials of considerable interest to the ceramic industry.

Years later, growing demand for new raw materials for production in Europe took me back to South Ameri-ca, this time as a
geological consultant tasked with evaluating major clay deposits both in the field and in the lab.
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Prehistoric handprints in an Argentine cave
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BETWEEN INNOVATION, ARCHITECTURE

AND TECHNIQUE

The 42nd edition of the International Exhibition of Ceramic Tile and Bathroom Furnishings held in Bolo-gna from 22 to 26
September sees many changes and new features, beginning with the expanded 155,000 square metre exhibition space
(10,000 sgm more than in 2024) and the consequent need for a complete reorganisation of the exhibition layout.

The bathroom furnishings sector occupies four halls this year, while eight halls will be devoted to ceram-ic tiles and slabs.
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RAK CERAMICS AT CERSAIE: A FOCUS ON
INNOVATION AND HIGH PERFORMANCE

UAE-based RAK Ceramics’ products reflect the company’s commitment to continuous research and technological innova-
tion, aimed at developing ever stronger, higher-performance surfaces without compromising on style. At Cersaie 2025, the
company presents the latest innovations from its Innotech Lab: Softech and Scratch Guard.
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KALE INVITES VISITORS TO DISCOVER THE
EXPRESSIVE POWER OF CERAMICS UNDER THE
THEME OF MATERIAL AS AN EXPRESSION

INTONACO,LIGHT,GREY

BORGOGNA'STONE NATURAL';

At this year's Cersaie Kale is present under the theme “Material as an Expression”, inviting vis-
itors to discover the expressive power of ceramics - extending from the surface to the entire
space - continuing to place sustainability at the heart of the products, using less raw material
and ensuring high energy efficiency, in line with the “careforyourworld” vision of the company.
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A NEW TURNKEY PLANT IN BENIN

Generoso Verrusio (g.verrusio@kairosmediagroup.it)

A fully automated industrial facility in Benin, designed to produce up to 200 tonnes of clay bricks a day, is Cosmec’s latest
groundbreaking project aimed at radically transforming residential construction in Sub-Saharan Africa.

This private initiative was launched with the approval and support of the government by the founder of Nature Brique, Vic-
tor Franck Kidjo, to address the urgent need to improve the housing conditions of the local population.

In a fragile climate prone to extreme events, clay remains one of the most effective and sustainable build-ing materials
thanks to its thermal and acoustic insulating properties and its resistance to earthquakes, flooding and the increasingly fre-

quent and sudden impacts of climate change.
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IN HAIKOU, BRICK BECOMES SEA

Kringlan is the first indoor shopping mall built in Iceland and, since it was opened in 1987, has become a key attraction for
the Icelandic people. Located in Reykjavik, it has around 150 commercial outlets and a total surface area of around 50,000
square metres. Malls have a special place in the Icelanders’ life, not only for shopping but also for social activities. Given the
particular climatic conditions on the island, they offer a precious opportunity for spending time outside the home in a com-
fortable, protected environment. And Kringlan in particular has always played an iconic role for the population, both due to
its position - close to the city centre and on Iceland’s busiest crossroads - and because as an indoor facility it offers great ser-

vices and activities where people can spend quality time.
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editorial

by Paola Giacomini - p.giacomini@kairosmediagroup.it

UNCERTAINTY HAMPERS THE RECOVERY

The global ceramic tile industry and market closed
2024 with a continuation of the negative performance
of 2022 and 2023. The 13th edition of the report entitled
“World Production and Consumption of Ceramic
Tiles” produced by MECS / Acimac Research Centre
and previewed in this issue reveals that the prolonged
economic slowdown and ongoing international
geopolitical tensions have further dampened global
demand for tiles, leading to another contraction in
global production and trade volumes.

World tile consumption fell by 6.8% to 14.5 billion sgm
(compared to -5% in 2023), while global production
dropped to 15 billion sgm (-6.2% compared to
-5.5% in 2023). In both cases, much of the decline is
attributable to sharp falls in China and, to a lesser
extent, in India, although al-most every geographical
area recorded negative results. The European Union
was an exception, posting a modest recovery with
production up by 1.4% and consumption by 1%.
Global exports, totalling 2,674 million sgm, also
repeated the 2.5% drop seen in 2023. Among the top
ten exporting countries, only Italy, Turkey, Poland and
Vietnam saw positive results.

With just over three months to go until the end of 2025,
this year is again shaping up to be one of transition
and above all uncertainty — the word most frequently
used by economists and ana-lysts to describe the
current situation.

According to Euroconstruct estimates, construction
activity in Europe is expected to return to positive
territory this year with a modest 0.3% increase following
the 2.1% decline in 2024, while the residential segment
continues to struggle. Strong growth in Spain (+4.2%),
Poland (+4%) and Northern European countries will
be almost completely cancelled out by the contin-ued
downturn in Italy (-4.8%) and Germany (-2.1%). For a

real recovery in European construc-tion activity we will
have to wait until 2026 (+2%) and 2027 (+2.3%).

In the United States, a recovery in construction activity
is also not expected until next year. Forecasts for 2025
still point to a 1% decline in new housing starts, while
sales of existing homes remain weak. The renovation
segment, however, is showing the first signs of
recovery. According to data from the Tile Council of
North America, the first half of 2025 saw a 0.6% fall
in tile consumption compared to the same period in
2024, while frontloading contributed to an increase
in imports (+2.6% in volume and +5% in value),
strengthening the market positions of Italy, Spain and
Brazil.

However, in lran, the persistent downturn in the
construction sector and the significant decline in
investment over recent years have made it increasingly
difficult to anticipate any meaningful improvement in
market conditions. According to data and projections
published by the Iran Ceramic Producers Syndicate,
production, domestic consumption, and exports in
2024 remained virtually unchanged from the previous
year, amounting to 450 million sgm, 200 million sgm,
and 202 million sgm, respectively.

Notably, more than 76% of Iran’s total tile exports
-equivalent to 155 million sgm- were destined for Iraq,
a single market that accounts for nearly 80% of Irag’s
total imports in this sector.

Such a high level of export concentration -where more
than one-third of national ceramic tile output relies
on a single foreign market- constitutes a significant
strategic risk for the industry, particularly in light of
the prevailing political and geopolitical uncertainties.
It underscores the urgent need for diversification and
long-term policy planning among both government
authorities and industry stakeholders. M
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~| surface design

DESIGN FOR DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES,
MASTER MOULDS AND PUNCHES.
Since 1992 Tecnografica has been thinking, running and working hard for
ceramic tile industry. Thanks to its dreams, passion and great tearmwork,
Tecnografica is constantly creating and developing the designs and the new

technigues for the most modern ceramic technologies

@tecnografica_surfacedesign
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