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EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE

wWww.ceramara.co.ir
info@ceramara.co.ir

+98-21-22057098
+98-21-22057036
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DESIGN CAN BE ART
CERAM ARA USE DIFFERENT TECHNOLOGY TO
CREATE UNIQUE SPACES AND EXPERIENCES.
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THE RAPID URBANIZATION IS DRIVING
THE CONSTRUCTION SECTOR IN INDIA

Generoso Verrusio (g.verrusio@kairosmediagroup.it)
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INDIAN TILE EXPORTS FALL IN 2024

Luca Baraldi - MECS / Centro Studi Acimac (l.baraldi@mecs.org)

India’s ceramic tile exports saw a sharp downturn in 2024, marking the end of a decade-long
phase of rapid global expansion that was interrupted only in 2022. This period of growth peaked
in 2023, when exports reached a record 589.5 million sqm (+40% on 2022), amounting to an aver-
age annual increase of 21.5% between 2014 and 2023. With these volumes and growth rates, In-
dia — now the world’s second largest tile exporter — has for several years been subject to increased
scrutiny in the global ceramic tile market, partic-ularly due to the fact that it has the lowest aver-

age selling prices among all major exporter countries.

So where did India’s export capacity change in 2024 and by how much?
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STN GROUP MAINTAINS STRONG GROWTH

Paola Giacomini - p.giacomini@kairosmediagroup.it

STN Group is a major player in both the European and global ceramic tile industries and consists of five companies based
in Spain’s Castellon district — STN Ceramica, Alaplana, KTL, Vitacer and the recently founded Venux. Owned by the Aparici
family, the group has an annual production capacity of over 113 mil-lion sgm. Despite a double-digit drop in Spain’s national
output, the group maintained stable production volumes of 85 million sqm in 2023 and strengthened its market position. It
continued its positive perfor-mance in 2024, even as the Spanish tile industry experienced a slight decline in total revenues
(€4.8 billion, -0.9%) and a modest 1.3% rise in output to 399 million sgm.
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CERAMICA

Juan Carlos Barbera,
Managing Director of STN Group
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New opportunities for fully digital

decoration lines

Sacmi (Imola, Italy)

Sacmi is introducing a new application of its Digital Decoration & Glazing (DDG) series for the production of digitally tex-
tured, glazed and decorated ceramic surfaces.

The key innovation in this fully digital configuration is the expanded functionality of the DDG technology, which now goes
beyond the selective application of grits, glues and other dry or wet effects. By installing two DDG modules, one positioned
upstream and the other downstream of the digital inkjet decorator, the system can also be used to create genuine surface
structure effects.

In practical terms, the first DDG module can be used to apply grits and glues to create textures resembling wood, natural
stone and other materials, while also depositing structuring inks to generate high-definition micro-textures. Performing mul-
tiple processes simultaneously within a single decoration module leads to hyper-realistic results.

In combination with the application of resist inks and other effects using the integrated Sacmi DHD inkjet modules, the slab
can then be passed through the second DDG module for the application of further mate-rial effects and glaze surface finish-

es, such as a classic transparent topcoat.
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Three-dimensional surfaces:

BVERSO, More Is Less

Eros Giavelli, Vetriceramici-Altadia ltalia (Fiorano Modenese, Italy)

Today, three-dimensional ceramic surfaces are typically created using additive techniques, applying either solvent- or water-
based adhesives followed by grit. The grit is fixed in place either with digital adhesives, which are capable of bonding one
or more types of grit, or by new-generation machines that apply water-based digital glazes prior to the engobe.

Now, however, an alternative approach is available: It is BVERSO.

BVERSO is a breakthrough in material application that Vetriceramici aims to position as a new industry standard, offering the
ceramic sector a solution for creating products that are both truly unique and in-creasingly aesthetically appealing.
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 VETRICERAMICI

UNICA AS ITALIAN BEAUTY
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Flow: the present and future of digital glaze
and grit application

Marzia Barattini, Smaltochimica (Fiorano Modenese, Italy)

Smaltochimica is a company specialising in the production of additives and inks for digital printing, with a product range
that spans all stages of the ceramic tile production cycle. In recent years, part of its research has focused on the digitalisa-
tion of the glazing process, namely all the operations involved in forming the glassy layer on the surface of a ceramic tile,
including engobes, glazes and grits.

This vitreous layer serves a dual purpose: one is a protective function (making the tile waterproof, cleana-ble and durable),
the other prevalently aesthetic in nature. The majority of these operations are still car-ried out using traditional analogue
techniques, although intense efforts are being made to digitalise this stage as well. Current research is focused on two main
technologies: piezoelectric printheads (borrowed from digital decoration) and a series of machines that can be described

as “digital glaze coaters”.
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DreamLab and Arteology, fusing ceramic
artistry and technology

Following the enormous success of DreamlLab at the Museum of Contemporary Art of Vilafamés in Spain, Colorobbia has
brought the initiative to Fiorano Modenese, opening the doors of its newly renovated show-room and technology centre
where the latest digital technologies are used to enhance surfaces in line with the latest ceramic trends.

DreamlLab is an event dedicated to innovation and the sharing of ideas, where ceramic artistic culture combines with
Colorobbia technology to create next-generation material surfaces, 3D reliefs, new combi-nations of advanced digital ef-
fects and high-performance materials.

The latest solutions are organised by category to meet a range of aesthetic and functional needs for the production and sale

of floor and wall tiles and large size products, including panels and kitchen counter-tops.

crils b wloads &l sadgondine & ygods b,Kal, o saas
o 5 S sla Bl g8 g 0y ) 9TLsS 60 5 LB ol
Al sl canls o9, loamio g b o dlax 5155 plo Y gama g

ik b |,

MULTI-RELIEFS

ol wb Jlzws slaol) 5l sal> slacgae FORMA Plus (6
el o nSol slaesdl L Graffiti sl eg> (Extra-Glazes)
3 lusbiwl slacy 3 5 Neogrits degame g Sl dutw dhoz 5l o ls
elil oll lSel b Sl el ams o @yl 1, ol
y Jlezms 5559 5l G Uy G L)L 5 b Sr
S o ol ] e 503

45 Cwl AIR Evolution (s pw e gozma ol oaiiS JoeSS
don by g 05 P 5 ol Sz slageny Jols [
J (e 59 9 009,18 5L MlS (bl 3l ) oo 5 glgil -
Sy o0 lge g1 g Ll yrals el

TECHNICAL SURFACES

ol b >she CReady 5 Microtech (glas
Sy Sl il oS o yre |y b g ool alisee
ploi b g ouds (b Ey slales jf gams il gy
oo 4 wites il 00k e slags sl
TNERTHOR S

05,5 &l,11, CReady wuz (5 jw (yizxen Colorobbia
g oxdsiledylin olaggYsed Joli & ol

omelg yolre jo 0jse ,o Dreamlab ,Soix> Coddge 1
63,5 Jiie Fiorano Modenese 4 |, ,ISl -y Colorobbia (il
@ 1wl 03585 1) 055 0alisilail 55513 S e g po)98 sl
b illae (Seal o zobaw 551 gl Jloms slagysld oo, 1 a8

S R R A
SIS ol g 69l 4 adl plais] cul golag, Dreamlab

S 5 Colorobbia (5,5l b Susl yos (5 i i 3 1 ;5 a5 dlaouy|
SleaS 5 (samtn sl iluainz p widr Jus oo b ogd 0
203,85 3V o Sloe b olge g a8 ptoy Jlums lacSl jl g5

VY Sayostinens Y o



Yy

05— 9 0 g

Jl—w&bd ul_‘> 9 6)15ng

oz (oS sz o (s Arteology s Sus o5 8 5l i
Sl g Saalpw oo it ol (el Bl oailes 09 0l G
ol Gralaeoled glosaly oS saghise

@ oole Jas Bua b s ool ayox slo 38l S 4 s 51 Arteology
i ol an (sloje o oS Gioupledl (xlaw

e SlaoeiSS g e LBkl b 5 80 Jol> 039 !
;! & gl wewl Fiorano Modenese s Colorobbia o)l
Uiled 45 (immersive) ousS jsaboé cual S CJB o )5S degorne
ol el 1o

Manifattura Bitossi eslal 3,5 5y &l e 51 428 S'algJl Arteology
Wbl (Sl b 5l goled o]

ool = )3k g 5o 3ol aly 51— )slsi g 8,6 s 550
Iy s s gslis a5 004y 0 34y pazin  >shaw 315 15 Colorobbia
5 sn g polas 5515l

oadJles! ool (3ly 5 ol gbacy F 5l cus Sliwls askd
sl 5 G sl ) Soeli oS Ganan eSSl Jlzs
Bitossi Y samo a5 ol by 5 JST oS, 51 pledl aiiS oo Jo
g slog,gld oy yaud i b eiST g izl jgpaie |, Ceramiche
iloals ‘5;.1).‘91)'[4

&laiges )]s 18 Vittoriano Bitossi ol il anl,d ol L8 jo
elail QoSS 5 ) dap § Lis 4 &5 (Jaro 50 5l i
los )5 Gy i |y Salpw 2y aS s s

Sl eolr g oty ol g )T s g gl digad cankad Voo v 5l s by
ole ] jo a8 ouy] 5 ALsdS lee (6 — d00 oo &l LI K 3
8 34y Sl poo S (Gl o S I 0 05 o0 5 el
89 3 oo baa> L)

VW VEY ool o glinoss 55

3 S solEislo;l bawgs 8 olaw ol cenl (6 5lwosleligl poll
iloas ol 514 0o Cools g aSU Canglie ¢ sl Cunglio i

XXLAND COUNTERTOP

5 ooliiul 9550 oy SluS 5 0 o] Gudew 2l L5 @ mul iy
ULTRA Colorobbia (5w « Sl sl 5 4l il canls Olxin
HB a5 conl o0 S 5l e SIO2 (slgima b Zero Silica Sal, Jolis
Bbos (5 0 Sl Beb (5l o lan

a8 (53, Sloxio b iy 51 oS3 sl geb oyl ag gl
Al e dhe able (gledd bylin slo,Sal, Ultra gy
b ol yondy a2 oo d1)IVL (6 S, ClllB L g0l g8 g Sladaas

o cadle pln 58 polie (U5l (9) poees  lacSlop I (rey
.(é)‘g.a ).'Lm 9 ul...u})Q

LUXURY AND CUSTOMISATION
ol g B L el Jlazms glags,glé 5l eslinul L
2 Gee SISy Sl (b liw g s lazl slaggeYga P
Oeimad o9 (pl 05 oo bled Gidy 5l e a5 AlS oo olow| e
oay Aurodigital Jluous (Olb pe> b ol 4 olssd il o

(Natural/Smooth) MATT FINISHES
oy l5 gl Sl slacslsy jl (glos S acgee Colorobbia
ST 5 bedl (Y game jl oS 5 a5 a0 &Il gy g S

Ll g0

Glize Ol o booadidgaas 5 Slad Ol s b b )Sal, ol
Sesls  gleilb oS 5 )0 g Wigh o bl Stz s
3515 ol jepas ] plgo g 8l b (28l Lappato

HYBRID DIGITAL

Sox Bls Ole sams idy s> Jeld 5w ol
oad b Ll Jo (K anngi g o5 St b
Gl L Jpame (nl (i sloo )5 (il ol
aige |y anld o5 Sl a> e 0 Ol Bras (Kot
Sl e

S g0 0 535795l s & 31> ARTEOLOGY
Fiorano ,s adly Dreamlab ,o LU &bl <
welaiz! Arteology sl 4y 0319 (slo3s 4 Modenese
5 GBS jlleia a1 o] oy e a5 el eols

Cuils Colorobbia ail y5lis



» da—y] J—wi :MagFace®
Sl g e (y9dm Sualjmw i (659l

el v Sl

oy Olel i3] idgy o o bl Coensy 4 TCNA g (Ceramic Center of Bologna) Ligle: Sl yuo 35 10 Jawgi a5 (5,5l ]
5l oslinl (g 1y Zabaw s 0g.s 5 (China CN 108290375 B Mexico 396131 .USA US 11,285,699 B2 .EU EP3349982 B1) ol

MagFace Academy i jgol 4ol y & ¢y jlxo o yiwsd

s yws MagFace eolST e (g lamil & g0 jemme gl G5 i
il sillely 5 srano (5ol gl et slaslysails

Ssbid iloaz LS b w0 SoF BanSady 4 ool 0l
5 Silwsirio 35 ad 0y bgls o |, MagFace bl
1B b isS g lwdings

s sloald gsluesl o

OS85 el o

)il s aelialss jno daggajl aisa; y3 plocal @

el Jpamo 165l

0970 3 438, Jpaze 395 il 51,8 (951 (5 Ik Som & Sl A
O i s Seel o S5 355 0 s 51, ol o
sl o il asreiens  (48ly Codtne oS wiloads Bls £5.590
S5 )50 g oz ( Glows sladle a4 disly (s j5bay &5 -
-°):f’)f)°}fr3 = Col ploars

2003 oo 43| 5 pesl s 5SS 5 Sl, MagFace
Foal bulpd Geedis olard olge (90 (Mo (g ez (9o @
Application of magnetic ceramic

tile on raised technical floor with
MagFace system

WS oo Gy 2l S s gase b e e

T b s 53 oI

G0 BS )5 (Sl p slo I cwnblise cai 56l MagFace
8l 2 5, 1 sk T+ Calid e il YY1 )
Siloes OSen 1) (30 5550 (e w9 il oo el B (3
kol iSil BB 5 el v e b &5 alpslsi s
o e $ileaz ) LSe g s pdmlie BB sl b O )jg0n
eI

9 4wy BB Gozme )l (Sixio §ilwaz LSy slp onli 2k
3310gm

5 nadySlhsl jexme jgao aly &b 5l MagFace (5,5l
by gllas QB ae 5 QEaSs)ly (GBS oy s
8500 31,8 Jleso g oS

Sl (a2l b ojlailicue B g9 po pr Jlosl BB (553 0
(297 b S 5l s0lge b (6,5l bl rizmen g 039,
bshs sgw 4 slazm o yal pl0)ls 1) (ogmae LS 5 g 568
s e 53 33805y OB b alo il sl sz SIS sy
QLS ol gl Sl ) g s

Laying large slab with
Magface magnetic
technology




I[T] MagFace

THE MAGNETIC LAYING SYSTEM

www.magface.it
am

—VOC JLexl g 5 92 g 0l 90,5 g sMa b cenzr (9
3y L u..:L.«.o ‘_ngLéé ‘_gl)g J]o\.\.ﬂ

9 (ASTM C627) Heavy Duty aslalsS sljls g laul g plgs @
(ISOEN 10545-5) 00< (sl yb Cenglie

O3 G b (iluliz BB sl 16,5 5 (g3luluz B e
Ry S A ]

beos gyl o Slas ;b Gile S slaptan b 5, 85le
15 i B bl Y

02ig) Vb Zash) ply 53 S lerSugh) il o

dazee oolaiwl il ez yaaudll blBas,o Vet lal e
0395 @yerie 5ok V1 e b saelunlsS l)ls (s3gae o @
(SPIT

dpdlle g g VOC o icds 5 (gionl aslialss gljls o
Syl po olKiws jgia 0 eolaiul g1y pes! «GB18582-2020)
(Directive 2013/35/EU) 3

fMagFace |,>

4 Cowl > shaw &,] sl 4 MagFace Gl

Ol pl o )3 S et Sl b )L o S aen 0
BREEAM 4LEED slaaslialsS ol lo:ai 5 lasly @

Slasia g (b9 Slapd 1y wied 95 (ool i pa oL L o
o

5 alie oulid SVsams b o)k o ples ol i 0B, o

o il

W igwMagFace jgoo a4

Tobw (BauSads Leisl s Ske o geaMagFace e asliy
.a)lo)|]§ ‘:J)) LJ owww cbil.w séx‘;w

Bassi Group luwg a5 jeme jeao ool &b
Sl g Guils ol dan b wgd oo o o International Srl
&l L 4 leds punblioe cual oolel WY game 4,6 gl 1y o5y

55,18« F9Sme slala &lp J]o.\il :GL'}L) Sl s caaS e
&lrd S Ul g byl Lo ¢y e aiile Lol slaliad

&lp laas & BREEAM 4 LEED slao,laibnl b LolS sllai o
&S Conl glaxl oo cead ail 3 S 6l aSl (B Jgane
a3 g0 48l ) 055 3920 g1lo SIS 1 asMagFace

22 QS ads glp (B Cuje bl ke 202l 0
o St (o039 SESG (i sla il

Ol yie g )15k glaila b oo a5 aias &l 1 (6 sl delialsd ol s o
ALl eV (b g pdydlhasil g 5 p g3 Slee oo 5 220 8L
&S

subaz ;S MagFace (5)9Ld b z sl (gl 5Ll 3o

ool 00938l 3, Alolddly (Y gaxs 0 MagFace (5,5l pleol
S e

gobe — Ul Gley g el 55 mujayie Vo Bigy o el 0
A oolaswl 8 alolddy

Removal and inspection
of plumbing systems
facilitated with MagFace
system magnetic
technology



#
.

i i/
o®e0 - Bl | 1

: S S b yS Sis o Lo S
Sl s 395 Xialyd 51 150055 Sgmmits 0

Electric kilns and dryers: towards
decarbonisation of the ceramic process

Pier Francesco Vaccari, Sacmi Forni & Filters (Sacmi Imola, Italy)

Since 2023, Sacmi has developed a number of projects for electrically-heated thermal machines. This re-port outlines the
characteristics of gas-electric multichannel roller dryers, gas-electric vertical dryers, elec-tric roller kilns and hybrid roller
kilns. Electric spray dryers, the third important thermal machine in the process, will be discussed in a future article.
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Gas-electric roller dryer
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Electric vertical dryer
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Electric kiln at Sacmi Forni Laboratory

=
: B

Sacmi Forni g jlwe yg5 ol&ias boT 5o eoliuizes

055 S T TE oo Sacmi da il ol s & 55l
=5 s ,sks b g sl Sacmi Forni olisle;l o (S piSIl S48
2l plowil Slialesleaslonss 5L o g 5ibasas

b Jain 15,5 o)lil Flow Heater &y g5 oo g slid ol alax
VYoo 090 b Janoes (gloo 3l o jlows (sLad jo 1) lso 05 y0l8 a5 S 2SUI
o il S e 4l Sl (] 555 5 35
i 0)l935 (59, (352 Nlawbio Jlows - Cnl pusad ol dla> oS
SlaS 5 b oS i o0 00 T 51 S glgm 0l e g Wigd e
258 o8 wled o laold glaais sleadsl;]

(01,5 il 42 )0 1 YO+ B ) -+ 1) ey ablaio gl mnlin (sla (Sl
S o b gloe )5S 1348 il lonis dlar ) bl 395 L 5
Sl 555l ol y iy e oslial L S, 38 sy

VY Sayoistines T Y



DIGITAL INK / JGsass p5—>
DIGITAL EFFECT / Jtisays Sl

ULTRASONIC MACHINE
oL Siws b s elgil 59-hiunid

Saigawl gl

Suol w9 LS g 5ld 2 b oSl i

e

-

T -
A

oFOFYPVPAPY . F 155 ails)lS  oPSPIPVSS - V 13550 ,i95

oPSEVVVFAIV-A  oPSEVVVEAYL-F 5L gidl el
info@srspars.com WWwWw.srspars.com



el

. PPN
o bRl | T

a
1)

i
[

CE.SI. SasS 31l glo 55

CE.Sl.’s small-format tiles now
more sustainable than ever

CE.SI. Ceramica di Sirone is a family-run company based in Sirone (Lecco) with over 60 years of experience in designing and
manufacturing high-quality ceramic tiles and mosaics. Specialising in small-size porcelain stoneware and full-body coloured
porcelain stoneware products, CE.SI. has become a recognised centre of excellence and a point of reference for architects
and designers around the world. It is renowned in particu-lar for its research into colour, careful selection of raw materials

and attention to both technical and aes-thetic quality.
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The rooftop photovoltaic system designed by Protesa
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Finishing 5.0 and Green Innovation

Marco Sichi, BMR (Scandiano, Italy)

In recent years, sustainability has become one of the main drivers in industry, not only as a response to environmental chal-
lenges, but also as a strategic competitive lever. In the world of B2B, companies that adopt green and circular processes are
perceived as more reliable and innovative partners, capable of offering added value across the supply chain. It is within this
context that BMR has positioned its offering, integrating sustainability into its production models and transforming it into a
driver of technological inno-vation and a tool for generating new value in the market.
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RECUPERO POLVERI
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A DAILY PRODUCTION OF 10,000 SOM GENERATES AT LEAST 3,500 KG OF DUST, WHICH IS NOW
FULLY RECOVERED AND REINTRODUCED INTO THE PRODUCTION CYCLE.

PER UMNA PRODUZIONE GIORMALIERA DI 10.000 MQ, IL QUANTITATIVO DI POLVERI E
ALMENDO 3 .500 KG/GIORNO O0GGI TOTALMENTE RECUPERATA NEL CICLO PRODUTTIVD

__M

VW VIEY ol o glinoss 55



0 el (5,lanl 05— g 008g

Yo Shos b jad anl 8 g ity S itz LB 924 o sline sy
RO PV SOV I KV LS (KW

JEzus gy o yeo b was s laptagw cnl (S b @
|y clobos e sims o o5 |y BMR (o )lugly o5l ! ol (52
Ol Sl caimo oo ualST |y Dlals g ais codgupa |y ol S 00,5 aige
w2l - (e g cobop (Siad - Jol e pled lalad il
Mo g5 oo (3335 el ] s 5 Lnools 31 5 oS00 b LS o
S el b jobar g St

O fdos plod i Sz 95 5L,

&9, alae Qg slire 4 (rizren A58 Jaoocanj Ll 5
el 8 Soe gy Jiil glas ials 5 992 g0 gl

Obles o9 d s Biae o Jlo g0 a5 LeviCompact jo aauld ]
Camnd L EO B 1 a5 57 S 5L 5550 (glad a5 sadscnd ool ) S ]
S gl Galf‘_;)ﬂy’ oplaws so jrals co sy i bglas o
ol ey IS 5o 1) 053 bl a5 Coul jglogu 5 (dos s (535150l
A2 oo oyl

OlSal a5 s o ylis adgs anTd o 1) cwgele 5)5lys Clidios ]
.\))5]‘50 p.(b‘)ﬂ 1) od.uad.».’?u ‘DL> 0|9.4 Vool CAL}.)L» 9 ul.i.ll.«a O9 »\.:Jy
bl g 009 gued slaz > olaidl Jow L 5,S5g, ol ccpl p ogdle
59 0lpen oS elge 3l (635l (5 iludinge g anzo 2l 50 (wgele
Allaz sl 3y a0 leslaiwl b Jte sl s ls || SR&DBMR a4 55 1

S o dgute ) Il an 30 9 (65 51 B pan S 590 00,5 0 IS (6l

Sl 9.6l

5 Syld pglae £l cow BMR &Yl pile pled sl slo by
G yan jhalS gl 8 o) og: Lol as go bilass 5 )1 8 Jluss
; b

L5 5050 Jasgs DL3 oS el Squadra Vision Plus baaiges 5 S
oo bl g aid 3 )15 oolil o g0 LILG! ol o iaio dilate 4o
Sl BMR Sjad (6,0L3 y0 g0

FlranS § Sl o 558 )5 mile )l gl a5 oKiws oyl
plesl mgaus Gy, b1y BMR (g laxl o pinaes 0l )b
ESIRP L SCOWIRPIRLIWY/A S ) JRPEITE SIY ERE JPPL L P
UJ‘Q‘PWb)“))SJ“‘CbW)“)o(S‘S‘G&uﬁJ‘ w\.tbo‘souﬁ;.‘blstg)ﬁj

PRIMA

CON RIDUZ

TRA UN 30% I 0%.
MIGLIORAND

L AIUTO DI ISTEMI DI VISIONE

SHLUARDRADRS

VISIONe

TOOL CONSUMPTION REDUCED BY 30% TO 40% UNDER THE SAME OPERATING CONDITIONS.
SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT IN MACHINE-OPERATOR INTERACTION THANKS TO VISION SYSTEMS

IONI DI CONSUMO DI UTENSILI A PARITA DI CONDIZIONI PRODUTTIVE
E L 4

O IN MODO IMPORTANTE IL RAPPORTO MACCHINA E OPERATORE CON
S T

@ Personnel Costs

i First Choice Increase
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CYBERSECURITY: A NEW CHALLENGE FOR
THE EUROPEAN MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY

Stefano Lugli, Stefano Nicolussi, ACIMAC (Italy)

The European manufacturing sector is undergoing a profound transformation, driven not only by the introduction of inno-
vative technologies but also by the adoption of new regulations that will affect the safety and efficiency of products and
company networks.

With the introduction of the NIS2 Directive, the Cyber Resilience Act, the Al Act, the Data Act and the new Machinery
Regulation, Europe is creating a regulatory framework that will have a significant impact on strategic sectors such as cap-
ital goods. In the short and medium term, these legislative measures will affect security, competitiveness and innovation

of capital goods companies in terms of both products and organisational structures.
According to the Clusit 2024 report on cyberattacks, manufacturing remains by far the most targeted sector in ltaly.
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TRAVEL NOTES OF A BACKPACKING GEOLOGIST

CHAPTER 3: AFRICA

Gian Paolo Bertolotti (geo.bertolotti@libero.it)

Africa is far and away the continent | have visited most frequently for work over the past decade. Since 2014, | have under-
taken no fewer than 22 trips here for geological research into raw materials, primarily in Céte d’Ivoire, Kenya, Morocco and

South Africa.

That this extraordinary continent would come to play such an important part in my life should have been obvious from the
start, as my very first geological mission in the ceramic sector was in Africa.
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TECHNOLOGY AND SENSORY
EXPERIENCE IN CONTEMPORARY CERAMICS

by Tosilab, a Coesia brand (Fiorano Modenese, Italy)

During Milan Design Week from 8 to 13 April, our trendwatchers explored the halls of the Salone del Mo-bile furniture fair and
the streets of Milan, drawing inspiration from hundreds of installations filled with vibrant colours, immersive settings and sur-
faces that speak directly to the senses.

More than anything, this reinforced our awareness that contemporary living is no longer simply about function or aesthetics,
but above all about experience. It's about creating immersive spaces that tell sto-ries, stir emotions and welcome people in-
side. It's about defining elements that interact seamlessly, trans-forming design into a system, a relationship and an emotional
experience — one that is increasingly achieved through material itself.
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OUTLOOK 2026

Following two years of strong growth (+39% in 2021
and +14% in 2022) and record sales of €2.37 billion
in 2023, the Italian ceramic machinery industry
experienced a sharp downturn in 2024, with turnover
falling to €1.82 billion, only slightly higher than 2019
levels.

As of now, 2025 is showing no clear signs of a
turnaround, although the expectations of individual
companies vary: according to the national statistical
survey conducted by MECS-Acimac, 40% of
companies anticipate stable results this year, while
the remaining 60% are split between 27% expecting
a recovery in sales and 33% forecasting a further
decline in activity.

“We will have to wait until 2026 to see a recovery
in global investment,” said Acimac Chairman
Paolo Lamberti at the association’s recent annual
members’ meeting. There’s no doubt that the
sector has been hit hard by the global economic
slowdown, the construction industry downturn and
weakening demand for ceramic products, factors
that have delayed investment projects across most
markets. But that’s not the whole story.

“Last year our sector found itself squeezed between
a cyclical downturn and a number of endogenous
international

factors, such as unscrupulous

competition and rising production costs,” said

editorial

by Paola Giacomini - p.giacomini@kairosmediagroup.it

Lamberti. “That pressure has now intensified amid
US tariffs, ongoing uncertainty created by the
Trump administration’s nonstop announcements,
new conflicts in the Middle East and the enduring
consequences of the war in Ukraine, with Russia still
excluded from international trade due to sanctions.
On top of that, high energy costs continue to impact
our customers’ production activities, not only in Italy
and Europe but also in Asia.”

More encouraging signals, however, are emerging
from the tile industry itself. Excluding China, which
is grappling with a deep crisis in its domestic
market (see the in-depth report on page 38), many
of the worlds top producer countries increased
their outputs last year (including Brazil, Vietnam,
Spain, Bangladesh, Russia, Poland and Portugal)
while Italy also saw a recovery in sales. MECS has
confirmed its 2024-2028 forecast, which projects
an uptick in global tile production at a compound
annual growth rate (CAGR) of 2.2%, reaching 17.8
billion sgm by 2028. The most dynamic growth is
expected in Africa (+5.6%), followed by the Middle
East (+3.8%), non-EU Europe (+3.4%), North and
South America (+2.9% and +2.7% respectively), the
EU (+2.2%) and the Far East (+1.6%), the latter held
back by contraction in the Chinese market. M
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~| surface design

DESIGN FOR DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES,
MASTER MOULDS AND PUNCHES.
Since 1992 Tecnografica has been thinking, running and working hard for
ceramic tile industry. Thanks to its dreams, passion and great tearmwork,
Tecnografica is constantly creating and developing the designs and the new

technigues for the most modern ceramic technologies

@tecnografica_surfacedesign
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