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Amad Fidar Vandad Co.

After Sales Service Office & Warehouse:
Ground Floor, No.4, First St., 63rd Ave., 18th Km of Karaj Makhsous Rd., Tehran, Iran
Postal Code: 1397113311 Tel: +98 21 44991734 - 6 Fax: Ext. 314

Molds & Punches Workshop:
No. 77, Talash St., Honar Ave., Leia Industrial Town, Qazvin, Iran
Postal Code: 3449133486 Tel: +98 28 33454633 - 7 Fax: Ext. 502

E-mail: info@vandadamad.com
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Mohammad Hashemi

Commercial Department
Amir Tehrani : 09124395840

Service Center
Mohammad Amin Hadavi : 09128501576
Benyamin Canani : 09127610428

Phone 021 88191124 & 88191139 & 88191143
Fax 021 88191106

THE HIGHEST
INNOVATION OF
DIGITAL PRINTING
MACHINES IN
CERAMIC INDUSTRIES
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B~ CERAM AR

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE

wWww.ceramara.co.ir
info@ceramara.co.ir

+98-21-22057098
+98-21-22057036

l'

DESIGN CAN BE ART
CERAM ARA USE DIFFERENT TECHNOLOGY TO
CREATE UNIQUE SPACES AND EXPERIENCES.
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WORLD PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION OF
CERAMIC TILES: FORECASTS TO 2028

Luca Baraldi - MECS / Centro Studi Acimac (I.baraldi@mecs.org)

(g7 o

The fourth edition of the forecast report for the global ceramic tile market, published last November by the MECS-Acimac
Research Centre, analyses production and consumption trends for the period 2024-2028, both by macro-areas and for 91 in-
dividual countries. The 238-page report concludes with summary tables ranking 90 producer and 146 consumer countries
based on projected volume changes over the five-year period. Unsurprisingly, India tops the list for both production and
consumption growth, while China sits at the bottom of the ranking with a negative outlook.
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CERSAIE, 95,000 VISITORS
AND A FOCUS ON NUCLEAR ENERGY

Davide Miserendino - d.miserendino@kairosmediagroup.it

S

With a total attendance of more than 95,000 visitors, almost 50% of whom came from abroad, Cersaie once again reaffirmed
its status as the premier international event for the ceramic tile and bathroom fur-nishings industry. A total of 95,321 visitors
were recorded over the five-day exhibition, a decrease of 4% compared to the previous year. This slight decline was the re-
sult of a relatively stable turnout of interna-tional attendees (47,095 compared to 47,634 in 2023, a drop of just 1%) and a

6.7% decrease in Italian visi-tors (48,226 compared to 51,685).
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International Exhibition of Ceramic Tike and Bathroom Furnishings
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Tecna 2024, another successful edition

The 28th Tecna, the International Exhibition of Technologies and Supplies for Surfaces held in Rimini last September, reaf-
firmed its status as the leading international trade fair for the ceramic industry, offering an in-depth look at the latest inno-

vations in materials, processes and products.
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The winners of the TecnAwards 2024

On 25 September, Tecna hosted one of its most eagerly anticipated events, the presentation ceremony for the TecnAwards

2024.

Held in the Innovation Arena in the Rimini Expo Centre, the event was attended by top managers from many of the world's

leading ceramic companies.

Now in its second edition, the competition organised by Acimac and IEG in collaboration with the magazine Ceramic World
Review recognised outstanding technological investments made by tile, sanitaryware and brick manufacturers in the last two
years, based on nominations submitted by exhibitors at Tecna 2024. Three Special Jury Awards were also presented.
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GEMMA, INNOVATION AND
SUSTAINABILITY IN EGYPT

Paola Giacomini (p.giacomini@kairosmediagroup.it)

Founded in 1989 in Sadat City, Al Ezz Ceramics & Porcelain (Gemma) is one of Egypt’s leading manufactur-ers of high-end
ceramic and porcelain tiles. Continuous investments in cutting-edge Italian technology have enabled the company to stand
out for its design, innovation and production capacity, which now stands at 18 million square metres annually. These achieve-
ments were recognised last September at Tecna 2024 in Rimini, where Gemma won the Innovation and Sustainability cate-
gory of the TecnAwards 2024 for the best technology investment in Africa in the last two years.

During the show, we met the company’s Managing Director Karim Abdel Galil to find out more about Gemma and the man-

ufacturing and market context within which it operates.
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Karim Abdel Galil,
Managing Director of Gemma
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World sanitaryware exports and imports

Luca Baraldi, MECS / Acimac Research Dept. (I.baraldi@mecs.org)

(SNl e

In the period 2010-2023, global import/export flows of ceramic sanitaryware grew by 59.8% from 2.16 mil-lion to 3.45 million
tonnes, corresponding to a compound annual growth rate of 4%. Following more than a decade of almost uninterrupted
growth (the pandemic year 2020 saw the only contraction between 2010 and 2021), global exports of ceramic sanitaryware
experienced a second consecutive year of decline in 2023, falling by 5.8% compared to 2022. The downward trend was ob-
served in virtually all areas of pro-duction with the sole exception of the NAFTA region, which was sustained by the strong

growth of Mexican exports.
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Villeroy & Boch passes

one-billion-euro revenue mark

Milena Bernardi (m.bernardi@kairosmediagroup.it)

The Villeroy & Boch Group’s acquisition of Ideal Standard — announced on 18 September 2023 and complet-ed on 29 Febru-
ary 2024 — has proved a big success, establishing the company as one of the world’s largest sanitaryware manufacturers and
propelling it past the one-billion-euro revenue mark for the first time ev-er.

The German multinational achieved this milestone on 30 September 2024, when its consolidated revenue for the first nine
months of the year reached €1,007.8 million (including licence income), a 55% increase compared to €650.6 million in the
same period of 2023. The result was significantly bolstered by the €364.6 million contribution from Ideal Standard since 1

March 2024.
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“Villeroy & Boch Headquarter - Sede Villeroy & Boch
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Geberit outperforms expectations despite

challenging conditions

Geberit, one of the world’s largest manufacturers of sanitaryware and bathroom solutions, reported better-than-expected
results in an extremely challenging environment in the first three quarters of 2024. Despite the sharp decline in the build-
ing construction industry and unfavourable currency developments, the Swiss multinational achieved slight growth in sales
volume and maintained its operating profitability at a high level. Net sales increased by 0.4% to CHF 2.4 billion, or 3.1% in
currency-adjusted terms. Operating cash-flow (EBITDA) reached CHF 754 million (+0.7%, or +4.6% adjusted), while EBITDA
margin increased by 10 basis points to 31.4%. Net income decreased by 3.1% to CHF 501 million (currency-adjusted +1.3%)
due to the significantly higher tax rate, which was primarily driven by the OECD minimum taxation law in force since 2024.
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Digital Product Development: the rise of
digital modelling in the sanitaryware industry

Sacmi Sanitaryware (Imola, Italy)

Sacmi Sanitaryware has reached a significant milestone with the production of mould number 7,400, deliv-ered recently to
a leading Italian producer that has adopted Sacmi technology throughout its production process for the past twenty years.
This mould, like 80% of those manufactured by Sacmi this year, was produced using the tooling method which involves di-
rect milling of porous resin blocks via CNC work islands.

Known worldwide for the design and development of porous resin moulds, Sacmi Sanitaryware has made significant ad-
vances in this technology in recent years. Alongside the traditional casting process, where moulds are produced from a case
mould, Sacmi has increasingly adopted the tooling system. This approach drastically reduces mould development times
while enabling the mould production department to operate continuously without personnel, as workstations can run 24

hours a day unmanned.
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A new clay

for sanitaryware production

Effediesse (Campogalliano, Italy)

Effediesse of Campogalliano (Modena) chose the international exhibition Tecna 2024 in Rimini this Septem-ber to present
its latest ceramic raw materials, one of which was the SAOT clay. While this material has already been successfully adopted
in ceramic tile and slab production, the technological test results high-lighting SAO1’s potential for use in sanitaryware pro-

duction drew particularly strong interest from visitors.

The laboratory tests aimed to evaluate the individual properties of the clay and its contribution to the overall characteristics

of sanitaryware bodies when used in specific compositions.
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THE HYDROGEN ROUTE TO DECARBONISATION

On 14 October, Esmalglass-Itaca (part of the Altadia Group) welcomed the partners in the H2frit project to its facilities in
Villareal (Castelldn) to see first-hand the results of the first pilot test of a hydrogen-powered ceramic frit kiln.

Promoted by the Spanish ceramic frit, glaze and colour producers’ association ANFFECC and financed by the Generalitat
Valenciana, the H2frit pilot project, entitled Decarbonisation of the ceramic frit sector through the use of hydrogen in the
melting process for the production of ceramic frits, was approved last October by the Ministry of Industry of the General-
itat Valenciana. The project aims to assess the technical feasibility of replacing natural gas with hydrogen as a fuel for ce-
ramic frit melting, thereby supporting the sector’s efforts toward decarbonisation.
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ENERGY RECOVERY: A STEP FORWARD
IN HEAT MANAGEMENT TECHNOLOGY

Poppi Clementino Spa (Reggio Emilia, Italy)

In today’s increasingly unpredictable energy market, optimising energy resources at manufacturing sites has become es-
sential. For ceramic manufacturers, kiln exhaust gases present a valuable opportunity for energy recovery despite the

presence of contaminants.

Recognising this, numerous ceramic companies around the world are opting for advanced solutions from Poppi Clemen-
tino S.p.A., most notably the latest generation of P-Rex© Series heat exchangers.
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ID-TILES, FOR AUTHENTIC

ITALIAN-MADE SLABS

Quality is paramount in ceramic slab production. Sacmi’s Id-Tiles application assigns each slab a “digital identity card”
containing detailed information about its characteristics throughout production, storage and sale, thereby optimising in-

tralogistics.

Launched by Sacmi at Tecna 2024 in Rimini, the application is a module belonging to the HERE suite, a ce-ramic plant
monitoring and management software capable of connecting machines and devices on the line with the factory ERP. Sac-
mi has further enhanced this software by developing dedicated packages tailored to specific objectives.
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PLAN FOR THE CERAMIC INDUSTRY

Stefano Lugli, Priscilla Russo — ACIMAC (Italy)

S

Energy efficiency has always been a top priority for the ceramic industry given the sector’s energy-intensive nature. This
was particularly evident at the recent edition of Tecna, where numerous technologi-cal innovations aimed at enhancing
sustainability were unveiled, and the topic featured prominently in de-bates, conferences and award ceremonies held dur-
ing the exhibition. For this reason, the ceramic industry has always looked favourably on European and national initiatives
designed to facilitate the energy transi-tion, including the new Transition 5.0 Plan which is allocating €6.3 billion of EU
funding exclusively to pro-jects aimed at improving the energy efficiency of Italian industry.
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PRIMARY INSPIRATION:
CERAMIC SECTOR TRENDS IN 2025

by Tosilab, a Coesia brand (Fiorano Modenese, Italy)

For over a decade, Tosilab, part of System Ceramics, a Coesia company, has been studying trends and translating them
into product proposals, exploring specific natural materials and designing colour and ma-terial combinations that reflect
the evolution of design.

Our analysis follows a dual approach: on the one hand, we collaborate with DOS Design Open Space, a Mi-lan-based agen-
cy specialising in interior design; on the other, our ongoing trendwatching efforts take us to major European cities and trade
fairs. By integrating these two perspectives, we define ceramic-inspired trends, transforming insights into colour, surface
and material. This process takes place in our handcrafted laboratory, where we recreate innovative surfaces shaped by the
times in which we live. We then share these surfaces at our Open House events,

important moments of dialogue with key industry players that allow us to
translate the future of ceramic design into tangible projects.
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SIGNS OF RECOVERY

Following the sharp downturn of 2023, the Italian
and Spanish ceramic tile industries saw a return to
stability in 2024.

ltaly recorded a 1.9% increase in total tile sales to
approximately 376 million sgm, with positive results
in both the domestic market (+0.3%) and exports
(+2.4%). The recovery in sales in North America and
Asia helped offset the greater difficulties in Europe,
where residential construction investment declined
by a further 3.5%. Moreover, Italy was the only one
of the six largest exporters to the United States to
increase its sales in the country, which according to
TCNA rose by 2.9% to 28.6 million sgm. Production
on the other hand continued to decline, falling by
an estimated 2% to 366 million sgm, while total
sector revenue is estimated to have dropped by
around 5% to below the €6 billion mark.

Spain followed a similar trajectory. According to
preliminary figures published by Ascer, production
rose by 1.3% to 399 million sgm, while total revenue
dropped slightly to €4.819 billion (-0.9%). This was
a combined result of a dynamic domestic market
(€1.34 billion, +3.1%) and a continued decline in
export revenues (€3.479 billion, -2.4%). Regarding
individual export markets, the general stability of
average prices and the recovery in sales revenue in
the United States (€470 million, +3.1%), Morocco,
Israel, Portugal and Greece were insufficient to
offset declines in France, the UK, Italy and Germany.
The forecasts for 2025 are optimistic, particularly
for the domestic market, where construction is

editorial

by Paola Giacomini - p.giacomini@kairosmediagroup.it

expected to grow over the next three years (+3.5%
in 2025, +4% in 2026 and +3.5% in 2027), with rates
exceeding the Euroconstruct 19-country average
(+0.6%, +1.8% and +1.7% over the same period).
The US real estate market also slowed due to
persistently high interest rates, construction
costs and house prices. In 2024, new residential
construction contracted for the third consecutive
year (-3.9%), with NAHB anticipating a further 2.6%
decline this year. As a result, tile consumption fell to
251 million sgm (-5.1%), leading to declines in both
domestic production and sales (-92.8% and -9.1%,
respectively), as well as imports (-3.5% to 179.4
million sgm). A recovery in the US tile market is
anticipated in the second half of the year, although
it is currently difficult to predict which exporter
countries will benefit. The final US government
ruling on anti-dumping and countervailing duties
for Indian imports (India remained the top exporter
to the US in 2024) is expected in the summer, while
uncertainty looms over potential import tariffs
proposedby President Trump. One of thefirstvisible
effects of this uncertainty is a likely acceleration in
purchases by US importers. According to a report
by Grosser Consulting, US tile imports surged in
January, increasing by 18.5% in value and 17.5%
in volume, with the highest volumes coming from
Spain, ltaly, Mexico, India, Brazil, Vietnam and
Turkey. Italy maintained its lead in value terms ($56
million), followed by Spain ($47.2 million). M
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-1'| TecnoZrafica

~| surface design

DESIGN FOR DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES,
MASTER MOULDS AND PUNCHES.
Since 1992 Tecnografica has been thinking, running and working hard for
ceramic tile industry. Thanks to its dreams, passion and great tearmwork,
Tecnografica is constantly creating and developing the designs and the new

technigues for the most modern ceramic technologies

@tecnografica_surfacedesign
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