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EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE

wWww.ceramara.co.ir
info@ceramara.co.ir

+98-21-22057098
+98-21-22057036

l'

DESIGN CAN BE ART
CERAM ARA USE DIFFERENT TECHNOLOGY TO
CREATE UNIQUE SPACES AND EXPERIENCES.
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Indian Ceramic Tile Exports 2023

Luca Baraldi - MECS / Centro Studi Acimac (I.baraldi@mecs.org)
(b Nigeytp e

Over the past decade, India’s ceramic tile industry has come to global attention due to the meteoric growth of its export ac-
tivity, which has increased steadily across all continents. Interestingly, this export growth is spearheaded not so much by the
well-established Indian ceramic brands as by the dense network of companies located in the Morbi ceramic cluster in Gu-
jarat.

Two figures give an idea of just how much India has come to dominate the world of international ceramic trade in recent
years. In 2013, India exported just 55 million square metres of tiles and was the ninth largest exporter globally. By 2023, this
figure had soared to 589.5 million sgm, with more than half of the total shipped outside Asia, positioning India as the sec-
ond largest exporter worldwide. The moment when it overtakes China, originally projected by observers as early as 2023, has

probably only been delayed given the narrow gap currently separating the world’s two largest exporters.
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China resumes export growth

Luca Baraldi - MECS / Centro Studi Acimac (l.baraldi@mecs.org)

o

Following a decade of steadily declining exports, the Chinese ceramic tile industry reversed this downward trend in 2023
with 6.2% year-on-year export growth, from 579 million sgm in 2022 to 615 million sqm in 2023. This enabled the country’s
tile industry to maintain its supremacy as the world’s largest exporter, a position that had been under serious threat from In-
dia whose tile exports surged by 39.6% to 589.5 million square meters in 2023.
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New Pearl at Foshan Uniceramics Expo 2024
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US tile manufacturers petition
anti-dumping duties on Indian imports

Paola Giacomini (p.giacomini@kairosmediagroup.it)
Nl e

The announcement by the Tile Council of North America (TCNA) came on 19 April shortly before the opening of Coverings,
the largest North American exhibition for ceramic tiles and stone held in Atlanta from 22 to 25 April. And it was for sure the
hottest news during the show, discussed and commented around the pavilions by most — if not all — US and foreign exhibi-
tors.

The 9 US ceramic tile manufacturers making up the Coalition for Fair Trade in Ceramic Tile (representing 90% of US tile pro-
duction) have filed anti-dumping and countervailing duty petitions with the Federal Government seeking the imposi-tion of
substantial tariffs on imports of ceramic tile from India. According to the CFTCT, this measure is necessary “to rem-edy un-
fairly low-priced imports that have injured domestic manufacturers and flooded the market with uncertified porcelain tiles”.
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Water-based technology for more
environmentally friendly decoration

System Ceramics (Fiorano Modenese, Italy)

International ceramic tile markets are increasingly attentive to sustainable innovation. This applies to both products and pro-
cesses, where respect for both humans and the environment goes hand-in-hand with attention to raw materials, recy-cling
and energy saving.

Technology plays a key role in this process and in helping companies to steadily improve their level of competitiveness. With
this in mind, System Ceramics has constantly introduced disruptive technologies that in many cases set a new stand-ard in

ceramic tile production
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digital glazing

Durst (Brixen, ltaly)

b Jlewy S0l

Increasingly sustainable

Technological innovation now plays an increasingly important role in meeting the latest market requirements in ceramic tile
production, not just in terms of product differentiation and aesthetic quality but above all in the area of sustainability. At a
time when manufacturers are increasingly focused on environmental protection, Durst Gamma DG's unique patented digi-
tal glazing system stands out for its revolutionary approach. One of the most significant environmental benefits of the South
Tyrolean manufacturer’s technology is the fact that it uses entirely solvent-free water-based glazes.
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A quarter of a century of

inkjet innovation

Alberto Ghisellini, Kerajet Italia (Fiorano, Italy)

Ever since it introduced the first inkjet-printed tile to the market back in 1998, Kerajet has continued to innovate in the field
of digital glazing and decoration of ceramic surfaces. The company has garnered international recognition for its dedica-
tion, commitment and vision and has established itself as a pioneer in revolutionising the production process and as a lead-
er in research and development of ever more advanced solutions.
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A step forward in
selective digital glazing

Colorobbia (Sovigliana, Italy)

One of the technologies that is currently attracting most interest among ceramic tile manufacturers is selective digital glaz-
ing. Along with the advantages associated with production process digitalisation (such as reduced waste, minimal downtime
and improved flexibility and efficiency), this technology is also capable of creating a wide range of reliefs and structures in
thicknesses of up to 4 mm and synchronising application sequences to obtain high-resolution graphic de-signs.
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e Green Enqneering

Technologies to reduce energy costs for a lower environmental impact.
Since 1986
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Manufacturing and sustainability,
contemplating suspension of the ETS

Davide Miserendino (d.miserendino@kairosmediagroup.it)

Giovanni Savorani, Chairman of Confindustria Ceramica, spoke candidly about the challenges posed by the European green-
house gas Emissions Trading System (ETS). “While waiting for potentially lengthy structural reforms, | believe it should not
be considered taboo to contemplate temporarily suspending the ETS mechanism,” he said. “Situations of seri-ous risk call
for radical measures.” As currently structured, the ETS “risks having the paradoxical effect of making it harder, or perhaps
even impossible, to achieve the shared goal of decarbonising production processes in Europe”.

Wgdoo (g g %y dbgie slojeme g 058 o0 (et jlne Ll
jgxe Joleo Hlade L) g5 aly Lil b Jlo o Saio gloes i
Wb or 555 (ogee slaonlie sk 5l b jezme (ol g ams Bokas
D5 b oy & g JUl s e 5 oS e )b el
odls arazs (K1) Ojge 4 wiiis &l K jeS Jhowca)
e 2l WG!Sl Canio o2 5l ()b (J 0l b g o0

"\“‘Q(SA MUSL ‘)
ol aS 09 el (6505 7 yhae Jling S5 o1y 045 sla I S5 Savorani

celpo 4 Confindustria Ceramica .3, Giovanni Savorani
ETS) Lyl lalls slasls jlacil g,lg piw O 0,10
Sl 4 5ls &y 40 ETS Cdge @udei» ols slgrins 99,5 Cumo
40 Jxd i a5 0ls Sl Savorani €ogd Al gl wls cae SYobo
Lgolgdo Ty Lol 0 0 e Coles jo Vlaiolon 57 20lS 0 S5 sl

il o0 (S 1o (5>
o9y 3l &5 ETS e Gidgy Cov oS Casld s Sl o
S @b pie ol H0 0 ls )3 (S| e ooliiul "cap-and-trade”

VXY Sayoistinens 7S NN



Y

3 el § (6l 05— g 0059

'

Giovanni Savorani Davide Tabarelli

e sl e oninls (slaCandpe & e o Wigd on (sukindics
£ lr o) saes jlesliul s 4 b gae glacs 8 5l (S
Olgieds (853 slaall gl p 5 ST (o S wal b 5 515 slalad o S
ol sy o0 S5 a4 ETS Bl sl ool gamaiws «o Slas oy o
€S pald Gagd sl o8 ol ogs LSS gl pyli 8,4

S Ears b S pSamas Sblpiin 3l Glacgeme &l L gl sl
5oyl sladesllygins pol> o 0 s pé sladijo ol e
5 Sl slai¥olel jsbas (DG Competition) bl oy gueS cold,
Ol 1y ol g w8 (oo 4o 2 1) Glow 5 4t aiile S0 slaae
S5 g0 a1 il By gl o wlo a5 0T o pg e Laasy o
a5 Sl (ygamnaS Lawgs Joadlygiws ol slitdl sy 51 50 JSiie (]
Ol el 00,8 0l oo olfaus gy g Al udgs )%hdg Iy eyl
g ol ysd aul Consg

oS ol (K Sl So55 GlocS 18 (sl 0Rg ETS 51 36 )10l
S>oS HlBaus Lisl gly a8 «Jolee Slalad b poel) aily oo
b 79,5 Sleladl a4y s iliw] oS Cdsllae el 00l S i
ol sl ol Bl CO2 (5 e ye e 3l piaS Ll b Slals &
0 L5 4 Cel ETS Jgoio Slosasls 5l oo po Vo 51 i Jols asleas]
Caupd oo JoSis | b yLacsl 5las o

A o0 by e it axlge T L L g asolosl §l )13 4y 008 polo b
o S olxl gl &5 catisws (CBAM) (S (5550 Joow p5080
Xt a8 hnelon s (il oS suliads SV ol 3k
Seds a8l AL cnlonds >l b

Fenles i pé sloan i (lp alox 5 Slaleriay (bl 5 9
0aiiS jolo oS 1o sl ) p3l5 PMol (S gl anS Lul
ool  ETS (slajgome & lxi 10,5 dguome 5 dyg )l ol 5l )5 4y
w0ys> cpl o o (gibaian yils jlxe a5 0 ST aST 5 &l 1) Jgeie

VEY/SY Sy slisnony 5

4 o,Lal b Savorani 5,8 )18 6,555b 5,90 g, bl 5 L8 piace
Canl 38 slas o) Lacl Jgtue Lo b g )l Sl oo Cxin a5 9550 (1
oy w00 oo L3 1 ETS joeaSes 10 sloes b jlas,s Ve Ll
Gl a8 ol ataly G, ool 4 Sl slo ol adgs ol
u.l‘ (SLQUSJ.M: as \55)3‘ &9 .Jﬁ‘o.)}g é..a G"H'b )lf )‘ ool L LbJLMJ
Slacs y5ld 936 lames ()50 e Sgate ST OLila I o8y e 2
aS by el pioan Savorani o jlacsl piy alS 6l S5
Jos SlL 5 st Mos « ammaonss 6 ysls Grsd glra ETS
S el lsy) S b Sl slotizze Joas b a5 e
25550 ol s o il s iyl

oS sas e lis Nomisma Energia 5l Davide Tabarelli sla Ll
ot Sl Jlo e jgomo a5l maS 8L y0 Judo d LILGT Soel jao Carion
Lo ETS 6 gz 518 0 carin (plaS o S 0S5 Savorani .o ls 1,8 Las
IR0 50)50 ) polie cnl (39 Fge g Cunslod S an 58 9,00 (ygabea Vo ¢
Sl

b Ollus ol pae el a5 gl slocuslos (@8L5 4 pizen 4
aaS &4y.0,5 o)Ll Wilos gy Sual pow FaiSadgs w ETS 3l Lol puitins
S5l o | ETS (slaas o 4L 90wl LI Sel s o FasS a5 (9
S5 Firanip Eo s gl K00 )b g b jeme > sl L

amasS 43 ddxie 3lge (i8S Jlas o 5l LSS 51l e jo Savorani
Olexe 4 (Cogeneration) ylejes adg o Coedl o jgxe
@il 590, 0L o5 el zalS sl 89390 (5 59Lid o Sl IS
e b a¥olel piuw (ol jo cils el Jad qinccns 090 ¥olels
705 slajezme Sdlys b wiles S S ke j 5351 S0 0 &S
gl g0 o y7

3B 5l eslatul 5l ciade s a5 0 pdy ced (Jad oo :c,..’:':alo Sl gl
Cesline ol 4 (sl o i a1 5 (sl 4y ladly nlo
WS o SIS le o (65,1 A 61”*’4:’.1)5 Y LS’L“’C"S)'“’ a5
2SS alsl gl «anS o cdl e 3 slejeme wVolel
Cad Sloe (o glyiear Ll Wjls Gadgied slapiums oS



.,. ’ —r—l_

gl bobad (gl 9 cs-ﬁwfvsb it 5!
b9yl 31 6390 (s yt diged 92

Increasingly smart and sustainable
complete plants: two case studies in Europe

Gruppo B&T (Formigine, Italy)

Energy efficiency and sustainability continue to play a pivotal role in the European ceramic industry’s development poli-cies,
with companies now needing to avoid fluctuations in gas costs and to comply with EU regulations on the circular economy

and energy efficiency.

Against this backdrop, Gruppo B&T acts as a strategic partner in the construction of efficient and sustainable hi-tech plants
based on a combination of raw material recovery systems and the use of hydrogen-methane blends to reduce CO2 emis-

sions.
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Productivity and sustainability
go hand in hand

BMR (Scandiano, Italy)

In keeping with its vision of innovation as the main driver of sustainability, the R&D department of Scandiano-based com-pa-
ny BMR works tirelessly to develop solutions that offer significant technological and environmental benefits. A prime exam-
ple of this approach is the recovery of process waste from the drying, decorating, firing and grinding phases and its reuse
for body preparation, a process that BMR has adopted following experimentation conducted in collaboration with the Uni-
versity of Modena and Reggio Emilia.

All the latest versions of BMR’s machines are designed to reduce energy and raw material consumption, thereby ensuring
the utmost respect for the environment and human beings. Digitalisation and integration with new intelligent systems play

a crucial role in this process.
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Al in manufacturing: navigating
the challenges and opportunities

Alessandro Di Carlo, Expert.ai (Modena, Italy)

The rapid adoption of artificial intelligence (Al) marks a significant shift within the manufacturing industry, redefining produc-
tion, efficiency and process innovation. It is not just a technological breakthrough, but a major revolution that transforms the
way products and services are created. With its multiple applications, Al addresses longstanding industry problems, convert-
ing technological potential into practical solutions that significantly impact business operations and strategy.
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editorial

by Paola Giacomini, Editor - p.giacomini@kairosmediagroup.it

WORLD-CLASS TECHNOLOGIES

A trip to Italy just over two months from now is
firmly inked into the diaries of the vast majority
of trade professionals from the international ce-
ramic industry and related sectors. Cersaie in Bo-
logna (23-27 September) will play host to about
560 companies and brands, including manufac-
turers of ceramic tiles and large-format panels,
bathroom furniture, installation materials and
systems, glazes and colours. From 24 to 27 Sep-
tember, meanwhile, some 300 exhibiting com-
panies will converge on Tecna in Rimini. Having
grown since the 2022 edition, the trade show is
consolidating its position as a global showcase
for product- and process-related technologi-
cal innovation for the ceramic industry. As usu-
al, it will be displaying the latest innovations de-
signed to meet the most contemporary (and fu-
ture) needs of ceramic manufacturing, especially
the aesthetic evolution of materials and the eco-
logical and digital transformation of the industry,
both of which are recurrent themes in this issue
of the magazine.

We Are Acimac, the new international promo-
tional brand established to showcase the charac-
teristics of Italian ceramic technologies and un-
derscore the reasons for their worldwide leader-
ship, will also make its début at Tecna. "We're a
world-class industry and, as such, we need to put
ourselves out there and make sure we're recog-
nised by our customers,” explained Paolo Lam-
berti, Chairman of Acimac, as he presented the
new brand to the annual meeting of members,

who re-elected him to head the association for
another two-year term. “Giving value, innovat-
ing and continuing to engage in constant prod-
uct research are not benefits that can be taken
for granted, but they have always been the hall-
mark of our way of doing business.”

ltaly’s ceramic machinery manufacturers will
come to Tecna with a successful 2023 under
their belts, although they face a slowdown in de-
mand in 2024, as widely expected in the wake
of a three-year cycle of rapid expansion. Reve-
nues reached $2,372 million last year, setting a
new record, on the back of a domestic market
that remained at the high levels of 2022, valued
at $648 million, and 1.8% growth in exports to
$1,724 million, which also marked a new record.
Excluding China, sales were up in Asia (+7.8%),
the Middle East (+7%), non-EU European mar-
kets (+6.6%) and the Americas (+20.7%), thanks
mainly to growth of +38% in South America.
Sales were down, however, in the European Un-
ion (-27.6%) and China (-18.6%).

Interestingly, there was an unexpected spike in
sales of machinery (both in Italy and abroad) to
sectors that have not historically accounted for
big slices of Italian technology suppliers’ reve-
nues: increases in the tableware (+67%), brick
(+23%), sanitaryware (+8%) and refractory sec-
tors offset the dip in sales to the tile industry
(-1.3% globally), to bring 2023 to a close in posi-
tive territory. M
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~| surface design

DESIGN FOR DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES,
MASTER MOULDS AND PUNCHES.
Since 1992 Tecnografica has been thinking, running and working hard for
ceramic tile industry. Thanks to its dreams, passion and great tearmwork,
Tecnografica is constantly creating and developing the designs and the new

technigues for the most modern ceramic technologies

@tecnografica_surfacedesign
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