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MORE PRODUCTIVE

Fully digital dual-grain
surface decoration.
Added-value aesthetics
ensures outstanding
design and 3D effects.

D G [ DIGITAL DECORATION & GLAZING |

Dual grain, structured surfaces,

unique decorations: an all-in-one solution.

MORE CONNECTED

Remote-controlled size
changeover, texturing
and decoration. Natively
connected to HERE, the
platform that maximises
Digital Manufacturing 4.0

ATLAS
ITRADING CO. SRI

HMORE SUSTAINABLE

Technology ready for the
control of water-based
fluids to ensure sustainable
application. Less grain
consumption compared to
a traditional cycle

Address: C.so Buenos Aires 92, 20124 - Milano, Italy.

Tel: +3902 2951 52 40
Fax: +3902 29516236
www.atlastrading.it
info@atlastrading.it
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MINIMAL STYLE

This is our modern look collection, white body
structure with different textures and colors ,
matte and glazed surfaces which make them
suitable to be designed unlimitedly in all places
with varied layouts.This beautiful series is an
excellent choice for decorating the interior walls

of your place.
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EXPERIENCE AND INNOVATION

Filtro elettromagnetico ad alta intensita

per liquidi.

High intensity electromagnetic filter for liquids.
Filtro electromagnético de alta intensidad
para liquidos.

Filtre électromagnétique haute intensité

pour liquides.

= T -

Nr. 20 VBM 2000

Vibrovaglio per liquidi ad alta efficienza. High efficiency vibrating sieve for liquids.
Tamiz vibratorio de alta eficiencia para liquidos. Tamis vibrant a haut rendement pour liquides.

www.vibrotech.biz )

VIBROTECH S.R.L. CERTECH GROUP @

Sede Legale: Via Racchetta, 2 int. 20 - C.P. 41049 Sassuolo (MO) ltaly VI BROTECH
Sede Operativa: Via Don Pasquino Borghi, 4 - C.P. 42013 S. ANTONINO DI CASALGRANDE (RE) Italy
Tel. +39 0536 823776 - Fax +39 0536 812009 - www.vibrotech.biz - info@vibrotech.biz 100% MADE IN ITALY

Tutte le immagini sono inserite a scopo illustrativo. | prodotti possono subire modifiche. All images are indicated only for illustration purposes. The products can be subjected to variations.
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WORLD PRODUCTION AND
CONSUMPTION OF CERAMIC TILES

Luca Baraldi - MECS / Centro Studi Acimac (I.baraldi@mecs.org)

The 11th edition of the publication "World production and consumption of ceramic tiles” produced by MECS / Acimac Re-
search Centre is due to be re-leased in October. Consisting of almost 300 pages of charts, tables and commentary, the study
provides detailed analysis of the trends occurring over the ten-year period to 2022 in terms of industry, markets, per capi-
ta consumption and export flows in geographical macro-regions and in the 76 largest tile producer, consumer, exporter and

importer countries.

One of this year's new features is an in-depth analysis of the breakdown of import and export volumes for each individual
country by product type (porce-lain stoneware, single and double-fired tiles, other materials).

Once again this year, the study will be accompanied by the publication of the volume entitled “Ceramic Tile Market Forecast
Analysis 2023-2027", which provides an updated five-year forecast for the global ceramic tile market.
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Sieves ,Screeners & Dryer

High performance sieves, screeners and
separators safeguarding the quality

of your final products.

www.mahandceramic.com

B Tehran office: B Mashhad office: W Yazd office:
Tel: (+98) 21 2842 32 25 Tel: (+98) 51 32453225 Tel:[+98) 353526 29 18
Fax: (+98) 21 2842 36 56 Cell: (+98) 915 245 7006 Cell: (+98) 913 24694 37

www.mahandoeramic.com @ mzhandvibraggmall.com o 0953457006 @‘} amahandvibre mahand.ceramic
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ROCA GROUP CONSOLIDATES
ITS LEADERSHIP POSITION

Roca Group, the world’s leading manufacturer of ceramic sanitaryware (around 35 million pieces in 2021) and bathroom fur-
nishings, posted a turnover of €2.09 billion in 2022, 1.9% up on 2021.

The group reported particularly strong sales growth in Brazil, India and China, as well as in the Spanish domestic market,
which has seen sustained growth since 2014 (with the sole exception of 2020 due to the pandemic).
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EUROPEAN CONSTRUCTION MARKET
FORECASTS TO 2025

by Thomas Endhoven, EIB Economic Institute for Construction and Housing (Amsterdam, Netherlands)

The continuation of the war in Ukraine and the severe energy crisis, along with the sudden changes in monetary policy, were
initially pointing to-wards a recessionary outlook for the European economy. However, in recent months, it has performed
better than expected due to lower energy prices, reduced supply constraints, improved business confidence, and a strong
labor market.

In 2022, for the European construction sector a growth of 3% is confirmed, within an overall expansionary economic envi-

Source: 95 Euroconstruct Conference
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SLOWDOWN FOR ITALIAN TILE
INDUSTRY AFTER RECORD 2022

Total revenues of 8.7 billion euros, representing a rise of 16% on 2021: this is the new record reached at the end of 2022 by
the Italian ceramic in-dustry as a whole, which comprises a total of 259 companies and 26,500 direct employees operating in
the industry’s six different production sectors, namely tiles and large-format panels, sanitaryware, tableware, refractory ma-
terials, bricks and technical ceramic.

Such is the picture that emerges from the Confindustria Ceramica National Statistical Survey presented at the Annual Mem-
bers’ Meeting on 14 June. It confirms, beyond question, the leading role played by the tile sector, which — with revenues of

7.2 billion euros — accounts for 83% of the indus-try’s total turnover.
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The new business models

of digital servitization

JUlowd Olons

Total revenues of 8.7 billion euros, representing a rise of 16% on 2021: this is the new record reached at the end of 2022 by
the Italian ceramic in-dustry as a whole, which comprises a total of 259 companies and 26,500 direct employees operating in
the industry’s six different production sectors, namely tiles and large-format panels, sanitaryware, tableware, refractory ma-

terials, bricks and technical ceramic.

Such is the picture that emerges from the Confindustria Ceramica National Statistical Survey presented at the Annual Mem-
bers’ Meeting on 14 June. It confirms, beyond question, the leading role played by the tile sector, which — with revenues of
7.2 billion euros — accounts for 83% of the indus-try’s total turnover.
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PASSION FOR CERAMIC
SINCE 1969

GLAZING LINE EQUIPMENTS FOR CERAMIC TILES AND SLABS
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Novabell, when a ceramic tile factory

goes digital

Milena Bernardi - m.bernardi@tiledizioni.it

HERE by Sacmi is an innovative software platform that provides integrated control of ceramic tile factories based on in-depth
knowledge of process data, allowing operators to make the right decisions, correct inefficiencies in real time and manage
production flows more effectively. All of this is achieved using software designed specifically for the needs of the ceramic

process and capable of growing and evolving in step with the digital transformation of manufacturing plants.
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Mario Roncaglia and Francesco Cuoghi,
Chairman and Managing Director of Novabell
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Greater quality, efficiency and productivity
in the finishing department

Ancora, Gruppo B&T (Sassuolo, Italy)

In recent years, Ancora has undergone a real transformation that has involved all areas of the company’s activity, from inter-
nal production to service, and has completely renewed its product range.

Through an extensive program of industrial investments, the company has expanded its integrated and fully internalized
production of all squaring, lapping and treatment machines (from carpentry to mechanical processing), thereby guarantee-

ing high standards of quality and flexibility.
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TARGET NET ZERO:

APULUM RISES TO THE CHALLENGE

Milena Bernardi - m.bernardi@tiledizioni.it

One of Europe’s largest tableware manufacturers and the market leader in Romania, Apulum Porcelain Factory has been op-
erating since 1970 in Alba lulia, the city built on the site of the Roman fort of Apulum and former capital of the Principali-
ty of Transylvania. Here, in a 160,000 square metre production facility, the company produces 50 million pieces/year, 0% of
which are exported. The company’s main markets are Europe and Mexico, but it also ships its products to Japan, South Ko-
rea, Hong Kong and North America, where they are sold by its biggest customer IKEA.
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INCO PRESENTS NEW BLACK INK FOR

POLISHED TILES

Innovation and sustainability take centre stage at Inco’s stand, where several new solutions will be on show. Like every year,
Inco will once again exhibit at Cersaie 2023 to launch a series of new solutions designed to improve ceramic tile production,
demonstrating the company’s commitment to innovation and sustainability.
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CIRCULAR ECONOMY:
FROM WASTE TO RECYCLING

Minerali Industriali Engineering (Novara, Italy)

Recent sociopolitical events have forced the entire business world to rethink production processes, and the ceramic indus-
try is no exception.

While innovation remains the main driver, there is an increasing focus on sustainability in terms of raw materials procurement
and energy consumption. The aim is to improve the efficiency of all processes while maintaining the industry’s excellent re-

sults and re-ducing costs and consumption, for the wellbeing of humans and the planet.
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HEAVY CLAY MACHINERY INDUSTRY SEES
THIRD CONSECUTIVE YEAR OF GROWTH

Luca Baraldi, Mecs/Acimac Research Centre — l.baraldi@mecs.org

In 2022, the Italian heavy clay machinery industry recorded its third consecutive year of growth. Despite higher raw materi-
al and energy costs and component sourcing difficulties, the sector continued to perform strongly with 10.8% year-on-year
growth follow-ing increases of 9.3% in 2021 and 11.7% in 2020. Total sales revenue amounted to €108.9 million, the highest
value since 2017, as a result of growth in both exports (+7.8% to €87.5 million) and domestic sales (+25.1% to €21.4 million).
These figures, contained in the 31st National Statistical Survey conducted by the Mecs/Acimac Research Centre, were an-
nounced at Acimac’s Annual Members’ Meeting held in Villa Marchetti in Modena on 4 July.
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DIGITISATION: WHAT'S IN STORE?

Danilo Mascolo, BI-REX (Bologna, Italy)

The pervasive capacity of digitisation, fuelled by rapid advances in technology, is transforming the way we live, work and
communi-cate, by profoundly changing how we interact with the world around us. We are witnesses, and increasingly pro-
tagonists, of an era in which digital technologies are being integrated into traditional production resources, putting data and
its exploitation at the heart of processes, and working in conjunction more traditional systems to create goods, products and
services. The transformation is involving all sectors indiscriminately (including the most traditional, craft-based trades), thus
opening up new opportunities for creativity and artistic expression.
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HIGH-PERFORMANCE TECHNOLOGIES
FOR THE EUROPEAN MARKET

BMR S.p.A. (Scandiano, Italy)

BMR’s heavy clay division, considered a strategic asset for the overall growth of a company that already holds a leadership
position in the ceramic finishing technology sector, continues to garner recognition amongst national and international brick
and tile manu-facturers who appreciate the outstanding quality of its technologies backed up by rapid and effective cus-
tomer support.

A number of European brick and tile producers in countries such as Germany, Slovakia, Belgium, Poland and the UK have
recently chosen BMR technology for their expansion projects, allowing them to make significant improvements in both ef-
ficiency and pro-duction quality and further solidifying BMR’s reputation as a dependable and effective partner for the in-

dustry.
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LURUBBER offre la flessibilita dei tradizionali rivestimenti in gomma unita

alla protezione dei cilindretti in allumina ad alta densita, creando un pro-
dotto installabile su ogni tipo di mulino continuo o0 modulare continuo ed una
resistenza all’usura triplicata rispetto ad un equivalente rivestimento in gomma.
La forma cilindrica dei cilindretti di allumina e la sua disposizione permette di
occupare piu del 80% della superfice dei manufatti riducendo drasticamente
I'usura e non permette al materiale liquido di formare canali tra gli spazi in
gomma come invece avviene su rivestimenti compositi con allumina di forme
geometriche diverse.
II rivestimento ALURUBBER puo essere utilizzato sul cilindro con piastra pit
lifter, sulla testata e sul raccordo testata-cilindro.

PATENT NR. IT1412352 - EP2674221 - MX357689

LURUBBER offers the flexibility of the traditional rubber linings

combined with the protection of high density alumina cylinders,
creating a product that can be installed on any type of continuous
mill or continuous modular mill and a resistance to the wear tree
times higher compared to an equivalent rubber lining. The cylindrical
shape of the alumina cylinder and its arrangement allow to occupy
more than 80% of the artifact surface, drastically reducing the wear
and it does not allow the liquid material to create channels between
the rubber spaces as it happens on composite linings with alumina
of different geometrical shapes.
ALURUBBER lining can be used on the cylinder with plate and lifter,
on the head and on the head-cylinder connection.

www.certech.it

CERTECH S.P.A. con socio unico
Via Don Pasquino Borghi, 8/10 - C.P. 42013 S. Antonino di Casalgrande (RE) Italy - Tel. + 39 0536 824294 Fax +39 0536 824710 - info@certech.it
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THE INDUSTRIAL METAVERSE

IS NOW REALITY

Cosmec (Verona, Italy)

Modernising production capacity, increasing flexibility, reducing time-to-market and creating greater efficiency are all goals
that can be achieved by merging the physical and digital realms, bridging the gap between the real and virtual worlds. The
transition to Industry 5.0 is marked by the emer-gence of the Industrial Metaverse, a digital world where real-world industri-
al challenges are tackled through data-driven solutions. This virtual envi-ronment allows for the rapid identification, analy-
sis and resolution of issues, and ideally, the anticipation of problems before they occur. This shift offers significant benefits

in terms of time, cost savings and productivity.
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FORTERRA OPENS DESFORD PLANT

Milena Bernardi

Forterra’s new facility in Desford, Leicestershire, described as the largest and most efficient brick factory in Europe and a
model of sustainability for the entire heavy clay industry, was officially opened at a ceremony held on 17 May.

The launch ceremony was attended by shareholders, journalists, industry professionals, suppliers and customers.

Forterra invested £95 million in the new factory, which has more than doubled its capacity from 80 million to 180 million
bricks/year (+22% increase in overall group capacity) and will emit approximately 25% less carbon per brick than the old fac-
tory. It has also commenced the installation of roof-mounted solar panels at an additional cost of around £2.5 million, which
with a total power of 2.9 MW will meet approximately 16% of the factory’s electricity requirements.
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New Bedeschi turnkey
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producing 180M bricks
per year.
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THE REVOLUTIONARY FACING BRICK

WHICH ABSORBS CO2

Milena Bernardi - m.bernardi@tiledizioni.it

Belgian company Vandersanden, one of Europe’s largest brick manufacturers and a global pioneer in the industry, has
launched Pirrouet®, the first CO2-negative facing brick made using a unique industrial application of carbonation technol-
ogy. The distinctive feature of this new brick is that it absorbs COZ2 rather than emitting it during the production process.
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A LIVING, BREATHING BUILDING

Building upon the same concept that inspired Vandersanden to develop Pirrouet (see article pag 46), the US architecture
firm Skidmore, Owings & Merrill (SOM) presented Urban Sequoia NOW at the COP27 climate change conference held in
Sharm El-Sheikh in November 2022. After unveiling the original Urban Sequoia carbon-absorbing building project at COP26
in Glasgow in 2021, SOM has further refined the architecture of the high-rise prototype. What was once considered a vision-
ary concept has now evolved into a feasible building, a kind of living organism capable of reduc-ing the quantity of carbon
in the atmosphere and generating energy throughout its extended lifespan of 100 years (surpassing the 60 years consid-

ered standard for buildings).
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CO, filterad
through stack
effect

S

CO, for industry
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THE GRAND MULBERRY BREATHES
NEW LIFE INTO MANHATTAN'S LITTLE ITALY

A kind of hand-moulded domed brick produced by US company Glen-Gery was chosen for the facades of the Grand Mul-
berry, a mixed-use building in New York City designed by architect Morris Adjmi. Rising to seven storeys in the heart of Man-
hattan’s Little Italy, the building has a total floor space of 3,300 square metres and draws inspiration from the rich heritage of
historic Italianate tenements found throughout the neighbourhood, built by Italian immigrants in 1932.
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editorial

by Majid Mohassesian - ceo@cwr.ir

SLOWDOWN IN THE GLOBAL MARKET

As widely predicted, the slowdown that began in the
second half of last year abruptly halted the recov-
ery in global tile production, consumption and im-
port-export volumes that had continued throughout
2020-2021.

Inflation, the energy crisis and the cooling of de-
mand following the post-pandemic boom are all
factors that affected the performance of the industry
and market, which by the end of 2022 had returned
to 2019 levels while import-export flows were com-
parable with those of 2020.

This is the picture that emerges from the 11th edi-
tion of the report entitled “World Production and
Consumption of Ceramic Tiles” published by MECS
- Acimac Research Centre, of which we are offering
a preview in this issue as we do every year.
Although almost all the largest tile producer, con-
sumer and exporter countries have been affected by
the negative trend, China has been by far the worst
hit. In 2022, the country experienced a 1.55 billion
sgm drop in production to 7.3 billion sgm and an
almost equivalent decline in domestic consumption
to 6.7 billion sgm, further widening the gap with re-
spect to the country’s enormous in-stalled capaci-

ty (12.56 billion sgm). Exports also declined for the
ninth consecutive year.

Now, however, all eyes are on India, which was al-
so badly hit by the energy crisis and high inflation in
2022, particularly in the Morbi cluster where some
800 ceramic tile companies are located. Nonethe-
less, experts and the largest Indian manufacturers
agree that Asia’s second-largest tile producer may
recover from the downturn in production, domestic
consumption and - for the first time ever - exports as
early as this year amid sharp growth in construction
activity and the rapid recovery in international mar-
kets. The the figures for the first half of 2023 speak
for themselves: while all the major exporting coun-
tries experienced more than 20% declines in their
export sales, Indian exports grew by 31% in volume
and 24.8% in value to 272 million sgm, while the full-
year projection is for more than 500 million sgm. All
the main markets are expanding, par-ticularly the
USA (+57%) where India has become the largest for-
eign supplier by volume. If this trend contin-ues as
expected in the second half of the year, India and
China will soon find themselves competing for the
top spot in terms of export volumes. |
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