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FULE MANAGEMENT OVER
ALL FINISHING PROCESSES
OF CERAMIC SLABS.
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IDEAS TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES HISTORY
THE ESSEMNCE OF LEADERSHIP

Address: C.so Buenos Aires 92, 20124 - Milano, Italy.

ATLAS

TRADING CO. SRL

Tel: +3902 2951 5240
Fax:+3902 29516236
www.atlastrading.it
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World production and consumption of

ceramic tiles

Luca Baraldi - MECS / Centro Studi Acimac (studi@acimac.it)

The eighth edition of the publication "World production and consumption of ceramic tiles” produced by MECS / Acimac Re-

search Department is due to be released in October.

Consisting of 260 pages of charts, tables and commentary, it provides detailed analysis of the ten-year trends up to 2019 in
terms of industry, markets, per capita consumption and export flows in geographical macro-regions and in the 76 largest tile

producer, consumer, exporter and importer countries.
Here we present a preview of the most significant figures.

Given the exceptional nature of 2020, a year in which practically all players in the global ceramic industry were impacted by
the Covid-19 health crisis, at the end of this article we provide tentative year-end forecasts.
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The Italian ceramic industry

weathers the storm

llaria Vesentini, MECS (Modena, Italy)

The Confindustria Ceramica annual members’ meeting held on 9 June provided an opportunity to take stock of the Italian
tile industry’s 2019 results and above all to make an initial assessment of the impact of the pandemic in this first part of 2020.
“In two months of lockdown, our sector has lost more than 350 million euros in revenues and has been forced to make ex-
tensive use of the employee furlough scheme, which may well continue at least until Christmas,” began Giovanni Savorani,
unanimously re-elected chairman of Confindustria Ceramica for the two-year period 2020-2021.
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Turkey: Exports continue to grow in 2020

Paola Giacomini - p.giacomini@tiledizioni.it

Despite the decline in domestic demand, the Turkish ceramic tile industry has remained buoyant thanks to its continued

strong performance in international markets.

While domestic sales fell sharply in 2019 (down 21.7% on 2018 to 184 million sqm), forcing Turkish tile manufacturers to scale
back production by about 40 million sgm (down 11.6% on 2018 to 296 million sqm), exports continued the uninterrupted
growth trend that has been under way since 2016, reaching the highest levels of any time in the last 20 years: 116 million sgm,
up 15% on 2018 to a value of US$ 664.7 million (+10.9%), generated by sales in 160 countries around the world.
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The leading players
give their views
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The Italian ceramic machinery industry

sees a contraction

Luca Baraldi - MECS, Acimac Research Dept. (studi@acimac.it - www.mec-studies.com)

The Italian ceramic and brick machinery and equipment sector has returned to the turnover levels of 2013, closing 2019 with
reve-nues of 1.73 billion euros. After five years of record growth that had seen Italian manufacturers reach a turnover of more
than 2.2 billion euros, the signs of a slowdown that had already emerged the previous year intensified in 2019, leading to a

19.8% drop in volumes.

This decline was a combined result of the expiry of the Industry 4.0 tax incentives in Italy and the slowdown in internation-

al con-struction sector investments.
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European construction markets in the

shadow of COVID-19

According to the latest forecasts presented at the 89th Euroconstruct Conference in Stockholm on 12 June 2020, the Euro-
pean construction market will see an abrupt downturn this year, but a slow recovery will begin as early as next year.

It is a well-known fact that European construction markets have experienced a lot of challenges, with stagnation trends in
many countries. Not surprisingly, the ongoing crisis will have a huge negative impact on the markets in all the Euroconstruct
countries this year. However, the national experts are predicting positive growth rates as early as in 2021 and normalisation

in 2022.
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Kerama Marazzi
A5 0 gl 9 1, 395 Continua+ ks

Kerama Marazzi doubles its
Continua+ line

Kerama Marazzi has recently made major investments aimed at strengthening its pivotal role in the Russian market as a man-
ufac-turer of high-quality designer ceramics. Founded in 1992 and now part of Mohawk Industries, the company is an indus-
try leader with 21 offices and over 350 single-brand stores in the Russian Federation, Belarus, Central Asia, the Caucasus,
Ukraine, the Baltic States, Romania and Moldova.

We spoke to Viktor Osetskiy, Marketing Director of Kerama Marazzi, about the recent doubling of the Sacmi Continua+ line
equipped with the latest Digital Decoration & Glazing solutions.
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Virtual #FAT and #SAT,

& o0 #SAT o #FAT

Industry 4.0 ,55 o>

the other face of Industry 4.0

Erika Franceschelli, SACMI (Imola, Italy)

Until just a few months ago, the role of digitalisation in the relationship between Sacmi and its customers centred around
the ben-efits of remote assistance, predictive maintenance and after-sales services.

But the global health emergency has brought greater urgency to a number of challenges that were already being addressed,
par-ticularly remote execution of all phases relating to plant installation, testing and start-up (FAT, or Factory Acceptance
Testing, and SAT, Site Acceptance Testing), which until now have been carried out by engineers physically present on-site.
FAT and SAT are two key stages during which the supplier and customer work together with the shared goal of completing
the project and checking the expected production performance.
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The smart evolution of product evelopment

For a globalised sector like the ceramic industry, the travel restrictions imposed during the Covid-19 emergency have not
only affected commercial activities in recent months but have also hampered manufacturing operations that require suppli-
er personnel to be physically present at the plant. In this respect, the digital revolution has brought major benefits. Remote
plant and machinery assembly and start-up operations have been successfully completed, predictive maintenance of Indus-
try 4.0 lines has allowed shipments and deliveries to be organised on time, and production issues have been resolved re-

motely through teleservice.
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Fewer errors with smart logistics

Infolog (Modena, Italy)

In the day-to-day operation of a ceramic warehouse, goods that have been prepared for shipment are often not placed in
the correct location and therefore cannot be identified immediately. As a result, carriers arrive at the warehouse to pick up
quickly the goods but the process of identifying the correct pallet is lengthy, poorly organised and complex for the operator.
The goods placement procedures have not been followed with due care and that is the consequence.
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Evolution in Cogeneration

Alberto Bidi, Solar Turbines (Riazzino, Switzerland)

Cogeneration with gas turbines are widely recognized as the best way to improve efficiency in the ceramic market. How does

cogeneration apply in ceramic production?

The exhaust of gas from the turbine goes directly into a spray dryer in order to generate the required heat, the electricity is
used in the factory or exported to the national grid. Gas turbines increase the overall process efficiency.
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We are sharing our experience in the manufacturing
of ceramic santaryware sector with you,

Obtain high performance with

high pressure casting systems.

Genesis Teknolojik Urtinler Sanayi ve Ticaret A.S.
Organize Sanayi Bélgesi 8. Cadde No: 8 CORUM TURKIYE
Tel: +90 364 333 0 468 Fax: +90 364 254 9 209

www.genitec.com.tr info@genitec.com.tr
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Full digital application of antibacterial glazes on sanitaryware

Sacmi Sanitaryware (Imola, Italy)

Surface sanitisation is an increasingly urgent need of the sanitaryware market and has become a standard requirement in the
manufacture and sale of high-quality products. With the , Sacmi offers its global customers a new service for maximising the

efficiency and effectiveness of the process and consequently the added value given to the product.
The sanitising glaze consists of applied to the glazed piece before firing.
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be different
be colourful

7 o SMAC S

Ceramic tiles, bricks and roof tiles glazing equipments

OFFICINE SMAC SPA
Fiorano Modenese - Italy
www.smac.it - info@smac.it
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Brick and tile machinery sales

continue to decline

Luca Baraldi, Acimac Research Dept. studi@acimac.it

The Italian ceramic and brick machinery and equipment industry reported sales of 1.73 billion euros in 2019, a downturn that
has continued into the current year and marks a return to the revenue levels of 2013. After five years of record growth that
saw the industry reach a turnover of more than 2.2 billion euros, the signs of a slowdown that had already emerged in 2018
intensified further in 2019 and resulted in a 19.8% contraction in volumes. This decline was a combined result of the expiry
of the Industry 4.0 tax incentives in Italy and the slowdown in international construction sector investments.

o o 1y g alS el s 55 oo pi 4 Vo VA JLo Sl 5o
B sl g sl g S Le o 5 o Logasee g 03l ol 4y &5 0z o
g Industry 4.0 sla Ggive o) S e aS a4

230 o 09T o Lo g S (o3 (S (Sl Sl g Lo Caato had
2 5o ol 45 0 allie Covid-19 aidai 3 o ()l sl condg ol 51 L
plecalos S el Sl & los g il 35 L colu sbos Shee
€S o ol VoYY 5 goansT Jlu j0 5500 236

YA 5 i bS5 g T T il

5 21 (Sl GlaBl) s ymie slaiin SS& 4 Jo 05
9 Sl 5 lajlas o By e oz o LA (o ol (LA
Cal Vo0 o po a5 oYl il loaslel ade sasmo lis (4 iy
0o, AD & a3 crselee VEV e A B (LY 1Y) s il o, e a5
gyt Jlo o5 S

8)Lkee VY g8 WLl o g el &l 9 YT pitle o
g 4l aalsl o)l Jlo b aS 058, 0,8 el 1) YoV Jlo 10 450
RV W ST EWORRCY | S8 | P XY RN PP TGN S FPRCER T
Slekea YV 5l G Jlo (395 & ey vl iCaio () 45 5,55
S Y18 0 isgs o0 SET T VA 13503 o5 (6355, oo 1391 530
GeplS cplal polde 0 gae )0 VAN ialS 4 e g il (65w
oels g Lol jo Industry 4.0 SLIL sl g sladil 5l oS 5 ams
Sgr sl g el Gide jo Mellgn o laS 4 le ju

Ly oad plowl (el (o (0 5 Sy jl ool iz 4 i
SBasSade ezl ¥l caid o0 a5 MECS - Acimac jung axlg
PGy Ve el ol @l WL Sl jur Slygas 5 Y il
Sl plas Ty oy SO 5l i (2ol 0591 0,LLs VYFY 4 0l jols
il 2015 5,0 e PR o 50,5 4, (LVAY) 3 310
& olealis ;b :ea8 Acimac glw s, (Paolo Sassi) wlw glsily

12T oo T o byl (FaiiSanlyd o b3,5 ) Jgusr

:m/ T4 YA Yv Q14 A\ Y¥ Yoy Yy \Q) QL
-ty Vodi Hodd W WY& V7.0 \0.) ‘W ALY VAL yva B1s gy
VYA AR VA 4.7, A V-2l AR YA .. VY. ARV AARYA Js 1
SN Ya.A Ya.A Ny \ay a2 vy \V-AQ \YY.# Y0 IR Al olyolo
Y A a0 RNV AALY. AP 5. 4.7 INFYA AP YAAY. Js 5t
- .0 9.0 AR VOYA 107.) YA 1YYy 104 WYY YY) g0

9399 (3gekmo & polie/ Acimac-MECS :zui

VWAUFF, sTclivons RAAS




358 i |y Comnts dudy Lyl asolaxslparl T puiilo &l yolo

§ M o delyd Lol e Glized bl wliolo mals o, e
22 oo S 1) g0 (ygukea VoY jo Jbo 0 5 IS slas s AVLY

(7 VA g o) 5 2 b T ot g 83l gy 5l
il B o 555 S 50,5 VDY g 0 i 553
Qo FP.ALSe5 g ‘so.ul.u).m Ol s jlag3g b gi> 1S el
ASQTJL>‘o;hbl)daqoo))aﬁjoo@lqg)%gw\\.Y @ el
oSl 50 gyl aolowl 1o (sl g g pgws s 50 Ly Jads (sliy B

T omile ol JLos & 5 450 )5 cblage otz YT a1 5 g
29 Ghasd el IS 5100 BV s b pges oSl 0 6l (205 5 2]
5392 crsabea Ao 0 4 ygein - 8 51 LlS (YA o oo F.Y L sy lio
ol (LAY) Slyelo o (L-FX) s iy 3 (oo, V)Y cél )

sl i Jlo e 500 als
YV i o) 45 oS 5 T VA o 45 ol 53 0L o ol
P =YAY g LISl o 10T ol caws 5l 05 o (505 5las e

Liog yipS o yals pld(alyols

52T Cexino Sl AT yiilo oo - Jguz

YAR/IA Ol i . IS & Cami . € ::1“) JF o (é’;:‘w Sysloast

\.e YO, Y0.) \AAY: YEA Ll 490l
SVF) VO, N AV, YA gl 4ol g (gl i
Y. Y -¥aq -, - OFY Sl 5155 ol
-fa I ZYA Y Y. AR 19 S8 pol
5Y.) Y, Ad 547 0.0 ailio yols
Yva VF. A yy; Fan Ol9bl omz
SVFA -V - ¥or -Vl - OO (o2 32 4) bowsl
SN0y VO, W V6.0, WY iy 37
Y- - %, - fov -, - 078 gl
VY. Vool yey Vool yay £gomo

Acimac-MECS :z.0
79 RN




SL_va R G

092 958 s (3235 Sy gl Olgo g jluoslal ST cpiile

Slge (jlwoslel glaolliws ¥+ VY=Y A alos g8 0,90 diiled Cow o
Yl oalsils (35958 it IS 3l sy YT e b eyl
DY VA Jlobaslis ;000,000 L Jbo o0 5 Jl> Il .diog
ey 332 Oseken VAL 45 8L

0V w5y Osebee VD) 0l L 5 )i 5 (i, B gl )3
o8y 93 9 Slmlr 9 (Sl 35 ladilal oS Jl> p3 a5, (1

NYL sy aao 1P 500,010V L juals) acd § 136 >

(9552 Ogelea V1.V 9 (9ol
45 23 Sgagp dilie g5 1 Cormg ¥ VA Lo o i idlS Lo 4
a5, 4 (L +8YY) 559 ks AR b g 85 Caws 1) 095 oSl o )ligo

7 50 992 )3 Ogelee 1)) Sl jles o o8 e ) oy
M)‘S'WGISJ]J)AJ'}UL@Q)OB(M)&+VV&)Q;M)wﬂda

S, 4 x| g 3 +FY (g8

uug).‘i w9599 uyl:.a \WA 4 g9 Og Jals |) (/ +\A\)
g (L++ ) 0,8 aly Sl 55 o595 g 20 S YT paile
ey 9,82 g VYN &

tledlyin ol s 3 lyolo Mo bo,S— ) S5

Y1 Jlo y

(L-YAD) 559 Oysedan AR L ey gloolSis by, o JLis & R S e H*-'f'fv‘ el o
) Al ol ¥ R

ol (/. -VEY (9,9 oakeo £Y) 010,85 Stz Sl g
(02,0 -YF 9,92 9k V-A) (e Sl g (ot (g4

e s
DB (e -YYA )9 ek 1Y) Giold glaailils 4 ¥t I‘”;;:""
e YA g 3 b LB gl ¥ Tpisle (ganainds (5 .05 5
b oy Lolas o 5 i S5l Jle (20,8 JS SILYAY Lgye s wu:: i ehs gtasgts

sl Ll
0)5)......51 9 ‘S_QQJS.«..: leﬁ Q"-ﬁe > u).ai)) 6[&4.'1.«..:& )..I.L-d
5 (S ¢giiuax )5 o (1 +Y0) Slml> g Ll +AY)

Logs (43) ezl YaiA e
9 WP %

ST il £95 SuSiT dy SIlo (90,5 15T cariuo (ool T (pislo -t Jgorr

T Slyanis JS &5 o (:):) JS 45 o, (:)\:) N ile

RN Yyl VADY4,104 YEY/ YV A YTY S 55w 00e]

- ¥ Y VY, YE,F40 W W, VEY-F 58y — RO S
-0.)7, VA VEFVY £4) VAL VO.YOY A4 (ol g1
Ry VAL 5YP5 VA AYY. Y.FYAVFE 005 Sis
YAy Y. \ £5Y,98Y Y. YEADY-0 Sl
0., W \YYAQ YA Wy 11,4Y4,Y5A st bl
YA, Vol AAA- 30T WY WEVEXAY oy
ALY Y 5+ AYA -1 IZRIE Ssesly
RN Y. YAFAFAS Y, FARY, Y T IVEN
YA Y/ VAVEAS- YA Y.00-,-4Y 50 sloaigT 3 g laggabid
RYRY] Vool A+ F00.Y50 Veod 0 AYYY-Y g0z

Acimac-MECS :zui0

WAVEE, icliess AR




[:'“r--i-, " i_

i g agag ol 4 & J‘!":l..i'rj

MARCHELUZZO

SINCE 1977

EQUIPMENTS FOR HEAVY CLAY | SANITARYWARE | FOOD INDUSTRY
50 Years of Know-How at your SERVICE for Bricks, Blocks, Roof tiles & Sanitaryware Turnkey plant.

MARCHELUZZO S.p.A. | Via Pomaroli, nr. 117 | 36030 Caldogno (VI) ITALY | T. +39 0444 585077
company@marcheluzzo.it | www.marcheluzzo.it | P.lva 02236920241 | Cap. Soc. € 1.000.000,00 i.v.

HEAVY CLAY CERAMICS REFRIGERATION
heavyclay@marcheluzzo.it ceramics@marcheluzzo.it refrigeration@marcheluzzo.it
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Construction one of the main drivers
of Egypt’s growth

Milena Bernardi - m.bernardi@tiledizioni.it

The outbreak of Covid-19 in early 2020 brought disruption to all sectors of the economy, and the real estate market was no
exception. While the full impact of the pandemic remains to be seen, the real estate sector is likely to experience difficul-
ties in the shorter term as state funds are redirected to tackling the crisis. However, the government’s LE100bn ($6.3bn) stim-
ulus package introduced in April 2020, as well as the $2.8bn emergency financial assistance given by the IMF the following

month, should help to support the industry’s growth in the medium to long term.
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Innovation and automation in the Santafé

factory upgrade

Marcheluzzo S.p.A. (Caldogno - Italy)

A new chapter has begun in the longstanding partnership between Marcheluzzo S.p.A. and the Colombian group Santafé,
one of Latin America’s largest brick and tile producers with seven factories and a total output of 600,000 tons/year of load-
bearing and partition blocks, roof tiles, pavers and facing bricks. The Colombian group’s success derives from its spirit of in-
novation and focus on investment, as well as the creative flair that makes it the driving force behind the new architectural
trends in the country. The need for increasingly sophisticated technology has led the Bogoté-based company to place a fur-
ther order with Marcheluzzo for an industrial revamping project for its Soacha 3 plant. The decision to recontact the Vicenza-
based company reflects the relationship of complete trust built up over the years, the success of previous installations and
the professionalism of the after-sales service. The main aims of the project, which involved a large section of the production
line, included automating processes, improving product quality and facilitating operations.
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Beating the pandemic

with remote customer support

Cosmec (Verona, Italy)

Support, assembly and start-up, all performed remotely and in complete safety: throughout the lockdown, new technologies
proved to be the perfect ally for companies wishing to continue to provide support to their customers and business partners

even when forced to shut down their operations.
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Beating the pandemic with
remote customer support

Cosmec (Verona, ltaly)

Support, assembly and start-up, all performed remotely and in complete safety: throughout the lockdown, new technologies
proved to be the perfect ally for companies wishing to continue to provide support to their customers and business partners

even when forced to shut down their operations.
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D-Glaze system and sample of installation

D-GLAZE
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Zhujiang New Town

A splash of brick red colour in

Zhujiang New Town

(> ) 0 i o

Below the dense cluster of shimmering glass towers that define Guangzhou'’s booming Zhujiang New Town, the most mod-
ern and futuristic neighbourhood of the metropolis, the red bricks of the mark a small corner of tradition that contrasts
sharply with the surrounding skyscrapers and buildings with their bold architectural forms.
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by Majid Mohassesian - ceo@cwr.ir

The tile industry hit by COVID-19

Just like other sectors, the global ceramic industry
will have to deal with the severe consequences of
this difficult, unpredictable and anomalous 2020.
For the tile sector in particular, the crisis triggered
by the health emergency has affected players the
world over and comes on the back of a two-year pe-
riod 2018-2019 in which world production and con-
sumption had already begun to decline.

The latest edition of the annual survey conducted
by ACIMAC/MECS reveals a 7% loss over two years,
with a further drop in 2019 in both output volumes
(down 3.7% to 12.7 billion sgm) and consumption
(12.4 billion sgm, -4%).

This equates to a reduction of half a billion square
meters in a year, or a billion square meters over the
two-year period.

Clearly the biggest losses were incurred by China,
which following a 11% decline in 2018 suffered a fur-
ther 8.7% fall last year.

The concurrent growth in production in India and
Brazil was insufficient to compensate for a loss of
this magnitude.

However, India was the real star of 2019 in terms of
international trade. With its 360 million sgm of tile
exports (a figure that has almost doubled in 3 years,
capped by a 31% increase in 2019), it has become
the third largest exporting country after China and
Spain and its tiles are increasingly

being chosen as an alternative to Chinese products,
both in the USA and elsewhere.

The outlook for 2020 is very different. No country
has been left unscathed by the pandemic, although
it is still difficult to estimate its real impact on glob-
al production systems.

Despite this, the survey of the main producing coun-

tries and the largest world groups in the sector con-
ducted by ACIMAC/MECS indicates that, assuming
there are no further lockdowns, world tile produc-
tion may experience a contraction of around 8.5%
to approximately 11,600 million sgm.

This is a more moderate decline than the far more
negative forecasts made in May and is attributable
to the strong business recovery from June onwards
that has been confirmed by the majority of players.
China, which suffered a 5.8% decline in production
in the first half of 2020, has fully resumed operations
and expects to record a full-year contraction in pro-
duction of less than 10%.

Moreover, around a hundred new lines for the pro-
duction of large slabs are scheduled to be installed
across the country by December.

Turkey aims to maintain the same volumes as in
2019. At the same time, other major producer
countries are more pessimistic, with Brazil, Vietnam,
Spain and Mexico all anticipating falls in national
production of between 10% and 20%.

As for individual companies, even the world’s larg-
est groups are cautiously optimistic. Almost all are
expecting the contraction in production and sales
to be limited to between -1% and -10%, but some
of them have their sights set on further growth.

But, in Iran the situation is completely different, we
are affected by different crises in recent years and
some of them had positive result on Ceramic tile in-
dustries such as expanding the export market after
decreasing the Oil export.

Second is getting out of crises in the construction
market for this year and the outcome is predic-
tion of increasing Ceramic tile production and con-
sumption om this year. X
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Quality and Reliability is one of the basic company missions

Office
No. 2, East 22" St, Azadegan Blvd, South Sheikh Bahaei St,

Tehran, Iran Tel: +98 21 88000094 Fax: +98 21 88013718

Factory
18" Km of Mashhad - Sarakhs Road, Iran Tel: +98 51 33533173
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Maticad

DOMUS3D <<

Interior design software by Maticad domus3d.com

PHOTOREALISTIC RENDERINGS
AND VR.VISUALIZA

TRAINING COURSES TECH SUPPORT

Iﬂﬂ@ﬁsm exclusive agentin IRAN
| |
SOFTWARE Unit 8, No. 11, Bahraml St., Africa Bvld., Tehran, lran

Tel. +98 21 8877 5803 Fax +98 21 8819 4408
maticad.com www.domus3d.ir



R technology A
. news
eV | e W markets

Year 10 - No. 44 / October 2020

+

Ever-more efficient production,
ever-greater respect for
people and planet.

THE COMPLETE SACMI TILE AND SLAB SOLUTION FOR YOUR SMART FACTORY

FMA+ is the new SACMI kiln with high performance burners specially

designed for ultra-high quality ceramic slabs. Optimised to keep
emissions low, this latest kiln merges great design with innovative
heat insulating systems that enhance worker comfort in the kiln area.

www.sacmi.com ENDLESS INNOVATION SINCE 1919





